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TO THE CHRISTIAN READER 
z:lous of Truth, and deſirous of Saluation: A. P. 
wiſheth the knowledge of the one in this life, 
and the fraition of the other in the life to come. 


=: Preſent thee heere (gentle Reader) the 
G auncient french Father Vincentim Liri- 
ens, attired after the Engliſh cut: a 
book as learned, as litle, and no leſſe 
profitable, then pleaſant: of ſmalle volume, if 
thou reſpect the quantĩtie, but of rare price ii thou 
conſider the qualitie . It intreateth not of gathe 
ring and ſcraping together the pelfe of this world, 
which choaketh vp the heavenly feed of Ggds 
word, Math. 13. ver ſ. 22, Mal, 19. verſ. 28. and 
putteth man in a dagerous ſtate, if we credite him 
who being rich, for our ſake became poore: it 
diſputeth not of ambitious and gallant attite nor 
of the art of pampering this curruptible carcaſe, 
which i + thar braue belli-god , of whom 
we read in the Goſpell Luc. 16. to the futious flas 
mes and endleſſe tormentes of Hell fire: it proſe- 
cuteth not vvicked and wanton dilcourles,wyhich 
corrupt good manners, being in very deed the bel 
[owes to kindle the coles of catnality, he nouices 
of vnchaſte thoughts, and the very baie- witng 
| | A2 Which 


4 THE PREFACE - 
which the Deuill doth daily angle and catch the 
vnfortunate ſoules of mortall men: But it hand- 
leth that which redoundeth to the beneſite of our 
ſoule, created to the Image of God, and ſhewerh 
vs the way how we may ſo gouerne this fraile 
veſſell of ours, in the tempeſtious Sea of this wie- 
ked world, that at laſt we may ſafely arriue at the 
porte and harbour of celeſtiall felicitie. For if the 
firſt ſtep to Heauen be, to beleeue aright, and the 
foundation and ground of all ſaluation be faith,as 
I thinke no man can doubt, that beleeuęth that 
there 1s any God or truth atall, then can not this 
golden treatiſe but be acceptable to al ſuch as loue 
Ieſus Chriſt, and render the ſalvation of their 
owne ſoules, being as it were the heauenly piller 
of fice, Exed.ig. that may guide vs through the de- 
ſerte of this world, vnto the land of promiſe,and 
the glittering ſtarre to lead vs vnto the new borne 
King ofthe lewes, Mat. 2. and Sauiour of man- 
ind. But to the end that thou maiſt more plain- 


lie and particularly view the excellency and great 
neceſſitie of this rare booke, and as it were with 


es from the toppe of Mount Nebo Deut. 34. 
contemplate the land of Canaan flowing with 
mike and honie, l will briefly fer done ſuch mo- 
tiues as inuĩted me to the labour of the tranfla- 
tion: for thelelte ſame, as Iverily thinke, can not 
bar inflime thee to the diligent reiding of the 
fame. Three principall reaſons then eſpecially mo- 
ved me. The fr{t was, becauſe ir is very auncient, 
sing Written aboue an eleuen himdred your 
| p . paſt, 


TO THE READER, 
paſt, for it was cõpoſed three yeeres after the ge- 
netall Coũcell of Epheſw,as appeareth in the con- 
cluſion of the booke. And as the Author him- 
ſelfe is of gteat antiquitie, ſo is his doct ine more 


auncient, being the lelfe ſame which floriſhed in 


his time, and came from che Apoſtles of Chtiſt: 
which thing as it was neuer of any good man 
doubted of, ſo is it alſo moſt apparanr : Ficit by 
found reaton grounded in Gods word: becaule 
when any man writeth ought concerning faith 
and religion , andthe faith is notcontrold of any 
of that time, it is an euident argument, that it was 
conſonant to the doQtine then generally taught 
& teceaued, otherwile thoſe Paſtors and Doctors 
which God (as S. Paul ſaieth Epheſ. 4.) bath gi- 
uen that We be not litle ones Watering and be caried 
about with euery blafi of doctrine, could neuer haue 
held their peace, but would as the Prophet admo 
niſheth Eſa, 58. Haue cried aut, exalted their voice 
like 4 trumpet , as we finde in like cafe, rhe licen-" 
tious Nicholas noted by 8. Iohn for their falſe 
doQrin.; 4poc. 2. Himineus and Phaletm reproned” 
by S. Paul for an error about the relurrection, 2. 
Tim. 2, Secondly becauſe the Author him ſelfe 
doch not only confeſſe the ſame, in letting downe- 


theanſwer of many excellent holy, and learned 


men, which liued in his daies, nor only becauſe 
he acknowledgeth that What he bath here writ- 
ten, that he teceaued it from his aunceſtors, and 
forefathers, both which he doth in the very firſt 
entrance, and generally throughout the wholle 
W  booke; 


6 THE PREFACE 
booke: but eſpecially for that towards the latter 
end heſo highly commendeth the generall Coun- 
cell of Epbeſus, that is the Parlament of the world: 
which ſurely he neuer wold haue done, had he 
not joined with them in opinion,concerning faith 
and religion, and what their opinion was, him 
ſelferecordeth, for he faich that thoſe Fathers in- 
ſpired by God,decreed that nothing was to be be- 
leeued, but that which the ſacred antiquitie of 
our forefathers agreeing together in Chrift, had 
holden and beleeued: Which ſurely is a notable 
argument, that what faith was by Chriſt planted, 0 


and his Diſciples preached, was by them care- of 
fully kept and maintained: which thing is eſpe- Q 
cially of vs Engliſh men to be noted, becauſe the | 
firſt foure genetall Councells, amongſt which this . 


of Epbeſws is one, and the third in order, are wor- 
thily allowed by acte of Parlament. Anno. 1. li- 
⁊ ab. Wherfore moued with ſuch reaſons, we may. 
without all ſcruple or doubt, not only read this 
booke, but alſo imbtace and intertaine it, as the 
common doctrine of that time, as the religion 
ptactiſe d and reuerenced in the primirive Church: 
as the faith and beleefe of the Eyheſine Councell, 
and ſo conſequently, as the true dottrine of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Now then, ſeeing wee liue in thoſe 
daies in which ſo many new ſectes and docttines, 
ſuch ſtrange and monſtrous opinions, ſuch ſuper- 
ſtitious and new fangled deviſes flie vp & downe 
the world, and ſeing we are fallen into the latter 
times in which , Men sball beape vp to them ſelues 

| maiters 


ndure ſound dorine,but auert their eaves from truth 


thall loue pleaſures more then God, haue 4 the of 
godlines, bug yet denying the vertue thereof.2.Tim.zJIn 


which many ſcoffers ball came, Walking 22 


to their ons deſires, Who deuide themſelues, ſenſi 


not hauimg the ſpirit. Ep, Iud. In which many falſe 
cbriſts, and many falſe Prophets shall ariſe and ſaduce 


many M. 24. | | 

Very neceſſary ic is, being thus fore-warned of 
God, that before all things we take great heed not 
to be peruerted, & ſeduced by erroneous teachers, 
or falſe Prophetes, but on the contrary do diligetly 
preſerue our faith, the light of our ſoules: the toote 
and fomdation of all goodnes , and with out 
Which u is impoſcible to pleaſe God, as S. Paul ſaith. 
Heb. 11, Whetin we can take no bettet courſe, no 
way more ſurer, then to repaire to the time of the 
primitive Church, when the blood of Chrilt was 


yetfreſh bleeding in mens harrs, when the Goſpel- - 


— 


was inſtantly preached, firmely beleeued, ſinee: 
rely practiſed, confirmed by miracles, eltabliſhed 


by the death of ſo many thouſands of Martyrs,elr 
pecially being exhorted herunto by the holy lcxipe 


tures, foras by them we are admoniſhed ofthe 
daungers and troubles of the latter daies, ſo axe 
we for a preſeruatiue againſt them, ſent ro aun- 
cient times to conduct vs to Gods true religion. 
Stand (faith the Prophet Ieremie Cap. 6.) vp the 
v, and inquire of the auncient pathes , Which-#.8 

| A+4 Ln 


TO THE READER, 7 
r Jmafers according to tbeir one defires , and shall not 


and be converted to fables. 2. Tim, 4. In which they 


8 THE PRFFACE 


good ay and walks in that, and you hall finde reff 


fer jour ſoules . Salomon likewiſe in hisprouerbes 
admoniſheth vs in this ſort. Cap. 22. Do not paſſe 
the auncient boundes Which thy Pathers haut [et 
downe. And in Eceleſiaſticus. Cap. 8. Doe not fee 
light by the report of thy elders, for they haut learned 
of aber foreſarhers, becauſe of them shalf thou learn 
vnder landing, and in the time of neceſsine halt thou 


gius ans were. To the end therfore (gentle Reader) 


that thou be not caried away with the ſweet be- 
nedictions af thoſe licentious maſters, with which 
the latter times, according to the prediction of the 
Apoſtles, ſhould be much peſtered, not ſeduced 


with the erronious doctrine of thoſe falſe Pro- 


phetes, and falſe Chriſtes, af which the Sonne of 
God, the true Prophet andtrue Chriſt, hathfore- 
warned vs; and that thou maiſt find out a good 
way to walke in, and keepe thee within tlie an- 
cient boundes, fer downe by our forefathers, and 
by their report learne wiſedome and vnderſtand- 
ing, Lam to requeſt thee ro vouchſafe the readin 
of this old Father newly tranflared, and Inothing 
doubt , but thou wilt gene that cenſure which 
Queene Saba gaue ofthe wifedome of Salomon. 3. 
Reg. 10. 

The ſecond reaſon which ſet me forward was, 
for that I finde this booke, not written againſt 
ſome one or a few particular falſe teachers ( as 5. 
Auguſtine and diuers auncient learned Doctors did 
againitthe Arians , Pelagians and ſuch like) but a- 
gainſt any hereſie or erroneous doQrine whar- 
locuer 


'TO THE READER, g 
ſoeuer which is a thing of ſo great importance, 
as 1 know not what can be deuiſed more. What 
olde were too much, or what treaſures too deare 
For that medicine which had vertue to cure all 
diſeafes? Falſe doQrine and hereſy is a great ſoare, 
a canker more peſtilent then any corporall infir- 
mitie whatſoever , ſeing this worketh only the 
temporall diſtruQion of our carcaſe: but that cau- 
"| feth death both of bodie and ſoule euerlaſting. In 
- other bookes we ſinde the confutation of ſome 
h | fpeciall falſe point of doctrine, in many the ouer- 


throw of diverſe, but to deftroy all at one blow, - . 
and thoſe each ſo contrary to them ſelues, fo di- 
ſtin& for time, ſo diverſe for place, ſo many for 
number, is apropertie peculiar only to this moſt 
excellent treatiſe: & therfore it may fitly be com- 
pared to that miraculous pond, whereof we read 

in the Golpell, Ioan. 5. which cured all dileaſes: 
For as that water moued by the Angell , cured 
whartſoeuer infirmity of him that firſt entred in: 
fo this booke written no doubt by the motion of 
the holy Ghoſt, hath force to cure any ſuch'as is 
corrupted with erroneous doctrine, or to preſer- 
ue him from all infection, if he vontſafe to enter 
in, that is to read it, to ponder it, and to waigh di- 
ligently what is (aid an diſcourſed of , The rea- 
ſon why this booke hath this rare qualit ien my 
opinion is, becaule it ſhew¾yeih the tight Way of 
expounding Gods divine ſcripture , in which ſo 
many tothe you daunger of mens ſoules, dos ſo 

| greatly go a (tray; and theifore as Daxid 1. Reg iy. 
ouex- 


2 ets Act... 
4 


10 THE PREFACE 
ouerthrowing Golias the cheefe champion of the 
camp, put all the Phil;tiansto flight, ſono mar- 
uellthough this auncient Author, diſcouering the 
falſe expoſitions and gloſes of ſacred ſcripture(the 
principal} piller of all poiſoned doctrine] ouer- 
throweth alſo all wicked herefie. | 
The third and laſt motiue which incquragee 
me to this labour, and ought partly ro moue t 
vo the reading, is the breuitie of the worke, the 
finenes of the methode,theeloquence of the ſtilex- 
and therefore if long and large volumes doe litle 
pleaſe, this is ſhort which can not cauſe diſlike: | 
if confuſion be vngratfull, a methodicall order can 
nor but like thee: if a ſtile harſh and courſe fitteth 
not thy taſt, then I truſt that which ĩs ſine, plea- 
ant and delicate vvill content thy humor. Only! 
am to craue pardon that my rough and rude En- 
gliſb, nothing aunſwereth his Iſmooth and cu- 
tious latin, and therfore I could wiſh thee, if skill 
ſerueth, rather to common and parle with the 
Author himſelfe, then tovſe the helpe of his rude 
interprecor ; Otherwile for ſuch as bee not of [fo 
deepe reading, for whom eſpecially I have taken 
this-paine, I am to deſire that they nothing dis- 
like theſoueriigne medicine for the wodden box, 
nor the exquiſn and rare gemme, for the courle 
- cabket, | | 
Theſe be the reaſons ( gentle Reader) which 
elpecially moved me to che tranflating of this 
auncient and learned Father: I beſeech thee as 
thou tendereſt the lalyatian of thine owne 4 
that 


TO THE READER. 11 
that thou wouldeſt. voutſafe to reade him atten- 
tiuely, in whom thou ſhalt ſee cleerely as in a 
glaſſe, the faith of our forefathers, the religion of 
the primitive Church, and in him thou ſhalt finde 
by Gods word and authoritie of facred jcripture, 
the madnes of all Heretickes cruſhed in peeces, 
and that in à ſhort methodicall, and eloquent 
treatiſe. The holy Ghoſt which moued no doubt 
this anctent learned Father to the writing of this 
worke, incline and moue thy hart to the diligent 
reading and ſincere folowing of the lame. 


— — — 


— — 
— — — — — — — (Y(— 


VINCENTIVS LIRINENSIS 

for the Antiquitte and Vniuerſalitie of te 
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E holy ſcripture of God fayingand 7 
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warning vs in this ſort: Arkerby:Batbarg 


shall report vinto thee, Deut. $2. And ar 
giine, Accommodare thy cares to the Workes of Wiſe: 
men. Prov, 22. Likewiſe , My ſonne forget not theſs.  _ 
ſpeeches, but let thy bar 1 keepe my Wordes.:Prott 3. FR {; 
Irſeemeth vnto mea peregram and the leaſto f 
God ſeruantes, that it ſhall by his gratious hape 
be a matter of no ſmall proficte, to ſet do dame s 
writing what I haue of holy Fathers fairhfully; w | 


ZE Ba and they sball tell thee, tty elders and td ST 
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12 THE GOLDEN 
ceaued , being a thing very neceſſarye for mine 
owne infirmitie , hauing alwaies therby in rea- 
dines, how by daily reading thereof I may helpe 
my weake memory. Vnto which labour not on 
the profite to be reaped by the worke , bur a1 
the very conſideration of che time, and opportu- 
nity of the place moued and inuĩted me. The time, 
becauſe reaſon it is, that ſeing it conſumeth and 
bereueth vs of allhumane and earthly thinge, that 
we ſhould alſo take out of it ſomething which 
may auaile vs to life euerlaſting: eſpecially ſeing 
the tertible iudgement of God, which we expect 


dtawing neere vpon vs, doth ſeriouſly invite and 


rouoke 'vs to increaſe our ſtudies and exerciſes 
in religion, and the fraudulent dealing of new 
Heretickes, requireth much care and attention. 
The place, becauſe hauing forlaken the company 
and troubles of the world and cholen a ſolitarie 
Abbey ina licle towne for mine abiding , where 
I may without any great diſtraction of mind put 
in practiſe that which is ſong in the Plalme: Be 
vacant and ſee that I am God. With which rea- 
ſons alſo accordeth the-purpoſed end and reſolu- 
tion of my whole. ſtate of life, in that I have by 
the helpe of Chriſt, after longanddiuers ſtormes 
indured in the warres, {hrowded my ſelfe in the 
harbour of a religious life (a fecure port for all 
ſtates of men) where contemaing the blaſtes of 
vanirie and pride, I may paciſie God with the ſa- 
crifice of humilirie , and ſo eſcape, not only the 
ſbipwracke of this preſent life, bur allo the * 


of the next, 

But now in the name of God will Iſet vpon 
that, which I haue taken in hand, that is, to ſer 
downe in writing ſuch thinges as our forefathers 
haue delivered & committed to our charge, vſing 
herein rather the fidelitie of a Reporter, then the 
preſumption of an Author, meaning yet to keepe 
this rule in my writing, not copi ouſly to lay forth 
all, bot briefly to hind : each neceſſary point:neb 
ther that in fine and exacte wordes , bur in eaſie 
and common ſpeach,in ſuch ſort that moſtrhings 
may ſeem rather touched then declared. Let them 
wiice delicately and penne curiouſly, whichrru- 
ſting either vpon vvitte, or moued with reſpe&of 
de vyty, enterprile any ſuch action, but for me it is 
lufficient, that for helping my memory, or rather 
forgetfulnes, I haue gathered together this Com» 
monitorie , Which notwithſtanding by Goss 
yore I will daily endeuour by litle atid lite (al- 

ing to minde ſuch thinges as in times paſt I hade 
learned) to correct and make more perfect. And 
this haue I thought good to fore warne, that it 
hapily this worke of mine paſſing forth, fall ints 
the handes of Cenlurers, they do notouerhaſtely 


in it reprehend that, which they vnderſtand pre-. 
{ent promiſe to yndertake , to poliſh and amend 
bettet, with future correction. 770 


814 
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THE I, CHAPTER, 


| | Nquit ing therefore often with great deſire, and 


attention of very many excellent, holy, and 
learned men, how, and by what meanes 1 might 
aſſuredly and as ir were by ſame generall and or- 
dinary way, diſcerne the true Catholicke faith, 
from falſe and wicked Hereſie . To this queſtion 
I had viually this anſwere of them all, that whe- 
ther i, or any other, deſired to finde out the fraud 
of Heretickes, daily ſpringing vp, and to eſcape 
their ſnares, and willingly would continue ſafe & 
ſound in religion, that he ought rwo maner of 


waies by Gods aſſiſtance, to defend and preſerue 


his faith: that is firſt by the authority of the law of 


God: ſecondly by the tradition of the Catholike 
Church. 4) 1 1 7 | 
Hereſome man perhaps mayzaske , that ſeing 
the Canon of the ſcripture is perfect and moſt 4- 
boundantly of it ſelfe ſufficient for all thinges, 
what-need we.ioyne vnto it the authority of the 
Church her, vnderſtanding and interpretation; 
The reaſon is this, 3 the ſcripture being of 
n ſolſe {a deeps and profound. all men do not vn- 
darſtand it in one and the lame ſence, but divers 
men diuerſly: this man and that man, this way & 
that way expound and interpret the layings ther- 
of, ſo that to ones thinking, ſo many men, ſo 
many opinions almoſt may be gathered out of 
them, for Nouatus expoundeth ic one waye , 
Pho - 


bs TREATISE. 15 
Photinus another, Sabellius after this ſort, Donatus 
after that: Ari, Buna, Macedonius will haue 
this expoſition: Appolinaris and Priſcillian wil haue 
that: Ioninian, Pelagius, Celefting, — this ſence, 
and to conclude Neſtoris findeth out that; and 


A very necellary it is for the avoiding of 
great . * ue and turninges of diuers errors, 
Kt. © the ine. of expounding the Propheres and 


Wal: be direQed, and drayven , accordi 
alref che eccleſiaſticall and Catholike 3 Jay 
e inthe Catholicke Church, we haue 
— to . that we hold that, which hath 
legued euery where, alwaics, and of all 
men: for that is ne, and properly Catholicke(as 
the very force and nature of the word doth de- 
clare, which comprehendeth. all thinges that be 
reuely vaiverſall) . that ſhall we do, if we fol- 
low yaiverlality, antiquity, conſent. Vnĩuerſali | 
ſhall wefolow thus, if we . e chat that one faith . 
to 1 which 4 7 wreþ theapg ughout the 
world acknowledgeth andcon : - 
ſhall we. follow, © we dyagree not 49 0 t in 
opinion fromrhe hem, whom know that ourholy 
c elders and Fathers ceuerenced and had in great 
eſtimation. Conſent {ball we likewiſe follow, if 
amongſt our forefathers we hold the definitions 
and opinions of all oralmoſt of all the e 
Doctors togethet. | 


1 
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W Hat then ſhall a Chriſtian Catholike do, 
if ſome {mall part of the Church cut it 
ſelfe off from the Communion of the yniuerſall 
faith? What elſe but preferre the health of the 
wholle body's before the peſtiferous and corrupt 
member. What if fome new infection goeth about 
to corrupt , not only a licle 7 but the wholle 
Church? Then likeryiſe ſhall he regatde, and be 
! ſure to cleaue vnto antiquity, which cannot 
ſibly be ſeduced 12 any crafty novelty , What if 
in an it ſelfe, and amongſt rhe auncient fa- 
tthers, Rand ſome'error of rwo or three men; 
or haply of ſome one Citty or Province ? Then 


{half he diligently take heed, that he prefer the 
decrees and determinarions of thevninerſall aun- 
cient Church , before the temetity or folly of a 
few. What if tome ſuch caſe happen where no 
fach ching can be found? Then ſhall he labouſ, by 
confeffing-and laying" together amongſt ther 
ſelues, the uncient Fathers op reiz dare 


but of thoſe LY which living at 3 
and — 51 aces, yet remaining in the Commui- | 
mon and faith of one Catholicke Church, were 
probable maſters and guides to be followed: and 
whatioeuer he perceiueth, not ont or two, but all! 
iointly wich one full conſent, plainly, vſually, con- 
ſtantly, to haue holden, written, and taught, let 
him know that without all ſcruple or doubt, he 
ought 


vers times 
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ought to beleeue hold, and profeſſe that faith, that 
doctrine, that religion. But for more perlpicuirie 
and light of that which hath bene ſaid: each part 
is to be made cleere with ſeuerall examples, and 
ſome what more at large to be amplihed , leaſt to 
much breuity breed obicurity, and ouermuch haſt 
in ſpeech, take away the ſubſtance and waight of 
the matter. 

When in the time of Donatus, of whom came 
the Donatiſtes, a great part of A frickę fell headlong 
into his furious error, and vnmindfull of her name, 
religion, and profeſſion, preferred the ſacrile- 

ious temeritie of one man, before the Church 
of Chriſt , then all thoſe of Africkę which dete- 
ſted that prophane Schiſme, and vnited them ſel- 
ues to the yniverſall Churches of the world, they 
only amongſt them all remaining within the bo- 
ſome of rhe Catholicke Church could be ſaued, 
leauing certainly a notable ex imple to their po- 
ſteritie, how euer after by good cuſtome, the 
ſound doctrine of all men, ought to be preferred 
before the madneſſe of one, or a few. Likewiſe 
when the heteſie of the Ar1ans had neere corrup- 
ted, not a litle part, but well nigh the wholle 
world, in ſuch ſort that (almoſt all the Biſhops 
of the Latin Church deceaued, partly by force, 
partly by fraud) mens minds were couered as it 
were with a mitt, what eſpecially in ſo great a con- 
fuſion was to be followed ? then wholoeuer was 
2 louer and a follower of Chriſt, and preferred 
Auncient faith, before neh errout, was not rou- 
3 ched 
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ched with any ſpot of that infection. The daun- 
ger of which time doth aboundantly ſhew, what 
calamitie entereth in, when ane doctrine is ad- 
mitted, For at that time not onelyſmall matters, 
but things of greatimporrace were ouerthrowen; 


for not only alliaace, kinred, frends, families, but 
allſo cities, common wealches, countries Provins- 


ces, yea and at length the wholle Romane Em- 


pire, was ſhaken and ouerturned , For when the 


prophane noueltie of the Arians, like a certaine Bel- 
{ona or furie, had firſt taken captiue the Emperour, 
afterward ſubduing all pallaces to her new lawes, 
neuer ceaſed after that to trouble and confound 
all things priuat and publick, holy and not holy, 


per no difference be: wixt good and truth, 


ut as 1t were from an high place did ſtrike all at 


- - her pleaſure, Then maried women weile defiled, 


widoyves ſpoiled , virgins violated, Abbris ſup- 
preſſed, Cleargie men vexed, Deacons beaten, 
Prieſtes baniſhed, Dungeons, Priſons, Mines, bl- 
led with holy men, of which the greater part( ha- 
niſhed the citie) like exuls, pined and conſumed 
away amongſt deſerts, dennes, and wild beaſtes, 


with nakednes, thirit , and hunger. And all this 
miſetie had it any other beginning, but becaule 


humane ſuperſtition was admitted for heauenly 
doctrine, well grounded Antiquitie, ſubuerted by 
wicked novelize, whileſt our Supertours decrees 
were violated, our Fathers erdinances broken, 
the Canons of our anceſtors ab:ogated,and whilſt 
the licentious libertie of prophane and ne curio- 


itie, 
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fitie , kept not ir ſelfe within the chaſte limirs of 
ſacred and found Antiquitie? 

But perhaps we deuiſe all this of hatred to No- 
ueltie, and affection to Antiquitie? W ho ſo thin- 
keth, at leaſt let him giue credit to bleſſed Am- 
broſe, who in his ſlecond booke to Gratian the Em- 
perour , bewailing the ſharpe perſecution of that 
time, ſaith thus: But no O God (quoth he) ve haue 
ſufficiently washed , and purged with our ruine and 
blood, the death of the Confeſſors , the banisbment of 
Prieftes, and the Wickednes of ſo great impiety,it bath 
manifeitly appeared, that they cannot be ſafe Which 
haue violated and forſaken their faith. Likewile in 
his third booke of the ſame worke, Let vs ther- 
fore (quoth he) keeperhe precepts of our elders, and 
not with temerity of rude preſumption , violate thoſe 
ſcales deſcending to ys by inheritance. None durſt open 
that propheticall booke cloſe ſealed, not the elders, not 
the powers, not the Angels, not the Archangels: to ex- 
plicate and interpret that books Was a prerogatine ouly 
reſeruedto Chrift , The Prieſtlikę booke ſcaled by tha 
Confeſſors, and conſecrated With the death of many 
Martirs, Which of vs darepreſume to open:Which booke 
ſuch as were compelled to vnſeale,notphſlanding af- 
ter ard When the fraud Was condemned, they ſealed 
againe, they Which durſt not violate or touch it became 
Martius: hoW can we deny their faith , Whoſe vittorie 
We ſo praiſe and commend ? We commend chem | 
ſay, O venerable Ambreſe, we lurelye commead 
them, and with praiſes admire them. For who is 
ſo ſenleleſſe, that although he cannot arriue to 
B 2 their 
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their perfection, deſireth not yet to imitate them, 
whom no force could remoue from defendinge 
their Aunceſtors faith : not threatnings, not flat- 
terings, not life, not death, not the King, not 
the Emperour, not the Empire, not men, not 
Deuills, thoſe 1 {ay, whom for maintenance of 
religious Antiquitie, our Lord vouchlafed of ſo 
high; and of o great a grace , that by them he 
would repaire the ouerthrowen Churches, giue 


life to the dead ſpiritualitie, reſtore the ouer- 


. throwne glorieof Preiſtes, blotte out and waſh 
away with a fountaine of heauenly teares (which 


God put into the hartes of the Biſhops ) thole - 


wicked, not bookes , but blottes and blurres, 
of ne impietie: finallie to reſtore almolt the 
wholle world ({haken with the cruell tempeſt of 
vpſtart hereſie) to the auncient faith , from ne 
error; to ole lobernes, from ne madneſſe; o aun- 
cient light, f om ne darkeneſſe. 

But in this diuine vertue which they {hewed 
in the confeſſion oftheir faith, this thing is eſpe- 
cially of vs to be noted, that in that Antiqutie of 
the Church, they tooke ypon them, not the de- 
fence of any one part, but of the wholle. For it was 
not lawfull that luch excellent and famous men, 
{ſhould maintaine and defend with ſo great might 


and maine, the erroneous ſuſpitions, and thofe 


contrary each to other, of one or two men: or 
ſhould ſtand in contention for the temerarious cõ. 
piracy of lomeimall Province, but they did thole 
by folowing the Canons and decrees of the Ca- 

| tholicke 
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tholicke and Apoſtolicke veritie of all the Prieſtes 
of holy Church, rather to betray them ſelues, 
then the vniuerſall auncient faith. For which fact 
of theirs they merited fo great glorie that they are 
accounted , not only Confeſſors, but alſo iuſtly 
and worthely the Princes of all Conteſſors, Great 
therefore and ſurely diuine was the example of 
theſe bleſſed Confeſſors, and of every true Ca- 
tholicke, continually to be remembred,who like 
the ſeuenfold Candleſticke, ſhining with ſeuen- 
fold giftes of the holy Ghoſt , deliuered vnto all 
poſter itie a moſt notable example, how afterward 
in each fooliſh and vaine error, the boldnes of pro- 
phane nouelty, was to be repreſſed with authoritie 
of ſacred Antiquitie, 


THE III, CHAPTER, 


Ether is this any new thing, but alway 

vſuall in the Church of God, that the more 
religious a man hath bene, the more ready hath 
he allwayes reſiſted nouell inuentions; examples 
wherof many might be brought, but tor breuity 
lake I wil only make choyce of ſome one which 
{hall be taken from the Apoſtolique ſea, by which 
all men may ſee moſt plainly with whar force al- 
wayes, what zeale, what indeuour the bleſſed 
ſucceſſion, of the bleſſed Apoſtles haue defended 
the integritie of chat religion which they once 
receaued. Therefore in times pait 4g grippinus of 
venerable memory, Biſhop of Carthage, the * 
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of all mortall men, maintained this aſſertion a- 
gainſt the diuine ſcripture, againſt the rule of the 
vniuerſall Church, againſt the minde of all the 
prieſtes of his time, againſt the cuſtome and tradi- 
tio of his forefathers, that Rebaptix ation was to be 
admitted and put in practiſe. Which p1elumption 
of his, procured lo great domage and hurt to the 
Church, that not only it giue all hereticks a pa- 
terne of lactilege, but alſo mĩnĩſtred occaſion of 
errour to ſome Catholickes . When therefore 
euery where all men exclaimed againſt the 0 
uelty of the docttine, and all prieſts in all places, 
each one according to his zeale did repugne, then 
Pope Steuen of bleſſed mzmoiy, Biſhop of the A- 
poſtolique ſea, reſiſted indecd with the teſt of his 
fellow Biſhops, but yet more then the reſt, thin- 
king it, as Iluppole, realon io much ro excel) all 
other in deuorion towardes the faith, as he was 
{uperiour to them in authoritie of place. To con- 
clude, in his Epiſtle which then was ſent to A- 
frike, he decreed the lame in thele wordes. That 
nothing Was to be innouated, but that Whith came by 
tradition, ought to be obſerued . For that holy and 
prudent man knew well, hat the nature of pietie, 
couldadmit nothing elle bur only to deliver and 
teach our children, that religion and that faith, 
which we receaued aud learned of oui forefathers; 
and that we ought to follow religion whither ic 
doth lead vs, and not to lead religion whicher it 
pleaſe vs; and that nothing is more proper to 
Ckuiſtian modeſtie and grauitie, then not to Jeaue 
vnto 
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vnto polteritic our owne inuentions, but to pre- 
ſerue and keepe that which our Predeceſſors left vs. 
What therefore was then the end of that wholle 
buſines ? What elſe but common and vſuall, to 
wit Antiquitie was retained, oueltie abandoned. 
But perhaps that ne inuention lacked patrons 
and defenders? To which I ſay on the contrarie, 
that it had ſuch pregnant wits, fuch eloquent 
tonges, ſuch number of defendants, ſuch ſhew of 
truth, ſuch teſtimonies of ſcripture (but gloſed 
after ane and naughtie faſhion)rhar all that con- 
ſpiracie and ſchiſme ſhould haue ſeemed vnto me 
invincible, hid not the very profeſſion of nouelty 
it ſelfe, ſo taken in hand (vnder that name defen- 
ded, wi h that title recommended) ouerthrowen 
the very ground of ſo great a ſchiſme. To con- 
clude, hat force had the Councell or decree of 
Africke? By Gods prouidence none, but all things 
there agreed vpon were aboliſhed, dilanulled, 
abrogated, as dreames, as fables , as ſuperfluous. 
(O ſtrange change of the world) the Authors of 
that opinion are iudged and thought Catholicks, 
the followers accounted and reputed Hereticks, 
the maiters diſcharged, the ſchollers condemned, 
the writers of thole bo kes ſhall be children of 
the kingdome of Heauen , the maintainers of 
thoſe bookes ſhall burne in Hell. For who doub- 
teth but holy S. Cyprian, that light of all Saints, 
that lanterne of Biſhops, and ſpectacle of Martirs, 
with the reſt of his companions , ſhall raigne 
with Chriſt for euer? And contrariwile who is 
| B 4 {o 
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ſo wicked to deny, that the Donatiſis, and ſuch 
other peſtilent Heretickes, which by the autho- 
rity of that Councell vaunt that they doe practiſe 
rebaptization, ſhall burne for euer wich the Deuil 
and his Angells. x, 
Which iudgment in mine opinicn ſeemeth to 
haue come from God, for their fraudulent dea- 
ling, eſpeciallye which endenouring vnder the 
cloake of an other mans name,cuningly to frame 
an hereſie, commonly lay holde of ſome dai kelay- 
ings of an auncient Father or other, which by 
realon of the oblcuritie, may ſeeme to make for 
their opinion, to the e d they may be thought 
that whatloeuer, I know not, what they bring 
forth to che world, neither to haue bene the firſt 
that fo taught, neither alone of that opinion: 
whole wicked deuice, in mine opinion, is wor- 
thy of dubble hatred ; both for that they feare 
not to ſow their poiſoned ſeed of hereſie amongſt 
others, and allo becauſe they blemiſh the memo- 
rie of lome holy man, and as it were wich pro- 
phane handes, caſt his dead aſhes into the wind, 
bringing infamouſly that to light, which rather 
with ſilence were to be buried; toJowing therein 
the ſteps of their Father Cham, who not only 
neglected to couer the n-kednes of venerable 
Noe, but io ſh:wed 1: to others to laugh at, by 
Which fact ot his, he incurred fo greata crime of 
1T:pie:te,thit his poſteritie wis ſubiect to the ma- 
lediction of his ſinne: his bleſſed bretheren doing 
far otho wile, who neither with their owne cies, 
| would 
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would violate the nakedneſſe of their reuerend 
Father,nor yet permit it to remaine vncouered for 
other to behold, bur going backward,as the holy 
text ſaith, they couered him: which is as much to 
ſay, that they neither approued with hart, nor bla» 
ſed withtong, the holy mans fault: and therfore 
they and their poſterity were rewarded with their 
Fathers bleſſing, But to returne to our purpoſe, 


THE IIII, CHAPTER, 


E haue therfore much to feare, the ſacri- 

lege of a changed faith, of a violated reli- 

gion: from which fault, not only the diſcipline of 
the eccleſiaſticall decree doth reſtraine vs, but the 
author itie alſo of the Apoſtlescenſure, deterreth. 
For all men know how grauely, ho ſurely, how 
{erioufly the bleſſed Apoſtle S. Paul inueigheth 
againſt certaine which with greet leuitie, Gal, 1. 
W ere ſo ſoone transferred from bim that called them 
into the grace of Chrift, vnto another Goſpell, Which 
is not an other: That bad heaped vp to themſelues ma- 
ſters according to their one deſires , auerting their 
cares from truth, being conuerted to fables. 2. Tim. 
4. Hauing damnation becauſe they haue made voide 
their firſt faith. 1. Tim. 5. W hom thoſe men had 
deceaueo of whom the ſame Apoſtle in his epiſtle 
to the Romanes thus writeth.Rom.6.I beſeech you 
brethren to markethethat make dißentions and ſcan- 
dals contraryto the doctrine Which you haue learned c 
auoid the, ſor ſuch do not ſerue Chriſt our Led, but their 
| | one 
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ene bellies. And by sWeet ſpeaches and benediftions 
ſeduce the harts of Innocents 2. Tim. 3. That enter 
into houſes and lead captiue feelie women loaden With 
finnes, Which are lead away With diners deſires, al- 
Waies learning, and neuer attaining to the knoWledge 
of truth. Tit. 1. Vaine ſpeakers, ſeducers Who ſubuert 
Wholle bouſes,teaching the thinges they ought not for 
Flashy lucre: Men corrupt in their minde, reprobates con- 
cerning the faith. 2. Tim. 3 Proud, and knowing no- 
thing, but languis hing about queſtions and ſtrife of 
Twordes , that are deprived of the truth, that eſletme 
againe, to be pietie. 1. Tim. 6. Aud With all idle they 
learne to go ſrom bouſe to houſe, not only idle but alſo 
fall of Wordes and curious ſpeak ing things Which they 
enght not: i Tim. 5 Which repelling 4 good con- 
ſcience haue made shipWracke about the faith: i. Tim. 
Is W boſe prophane ſbeaches do much gro to impie- 
tie, and their * ſpreadeth as 4 carcre. Bur that 
is alſo worth the noting which is written of 
them, 2. Tim. 2, But they shall proſper no further, 
for their folly shall be manifeſt to all 45 theirs alſo Was. 
2. Tim. 3. 

Whes therfore ſuch kind of men, wandering 
vp and downe through Prouinces and Cities to 
ſer their errors to ſale, came allo vnto the Gala- 
thians , who after they had heard them and were 
delighted wi:h the filthie dreges of herericall No- 
welty, caſting vp againe the Whats Manna of 
the Apoltolike and Catholike doQrine, the A- 
poſlle vſed his authoritie, decreeing very ſeuerely 
in this ſort, But although We quoth he) er an An- 
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gel from heaven,euangelize vnto you beſide that Which 
We haue euangelix ed be he Anathema. What meaneth 
this that he ſaieth. But although We , why did he 
not rather ſay, But although I: That is to ſay, al- 
"_ Peter, although 4ndreW , although lobn, 
yea finally although che wholle companie of the 
Apoſtles cuangelize vnto you otherwile then we 
haue euangelized, be he accurſed. A terrible cen- 
ſure, for maintaining the poſſeſſion of the firſt 
faith, not to haue ſpared himlelfe, nor any other 
of the Apoſtles , But this is a {mall matter: Al- 
though an Angell from heauen (quoth he)Euangelize 
vnto you, beſide that Which I baue Euangelix ed, be he 
Anathema: he was not contented for keeping the 
faith once planted, to make mention of mans 
weake nature, vnleſſe alſo he includeth thoſe ex- 
cellent creatures of Angells . Although v (quoth 
he) or an Angell ſrom beauen, not becauſe the holy 
Angels of heauen can now ſinne, but this is the 
meaning of that he ſaich , Although (quoth he) 
that might be, which cannot be, wholoeuer he 
be that goeth about to change the faith which was 
once planted, be he accurled, 

But peraduenture he vttered thoſe wordes 
ſlightly, and caſt them forth rather of humane 
affe ction, then decreed chem by any reaſon groun- 
ded in Gods word. God forbid: For it followeth, 
and that very earneſtly vrged, very often repeated, 
As I haue foretold you (quoth he) and now againe I 
tell jou, If any body euangelize vnto you beſide that 
Which you haut rectausd, be he Anathema. He laid 
nor 
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not, if any man preach vnto you b ſide that which 
you haue receaued, let him be blefſed, let him be 
commended, let him be receaued, but Anathema, 
that is, ſeparated, thruſt out, excommunicated, 
leaſt the cruell infection of one ſheepe, with his 
poiſoned company, corrupt the ſound flocke of 
Chriſt, But peraduenture this was giuen in com- 
maundement only to the Galathians:then likewiſe 
were theſe preceprs following commanded only 
to the Galathians, to wit . Gal. 5; If Tye lius in the 
Pirit, in the ſpirit alſo let vs walke, let vs nor be made 
defirouſe of vaine glorie , prouok ing one an other, en- 


uying one an other, and ſuch like, which if it be 


abſurd to ſay,and no man doubteth, but that they 
were indifferently commaunded to all, then cer- 
taine it ĩs, that as theſe precepts touching maners 
include all, ſo lik-wiſe thoſe concerning faith and 
doctrine, exclude none. And therefore as it is not 
lawfull for any to prouoke one another, to enuie 
one another, euen ſo it is valawfull for any to ad- 
mit or to receaue any other faith or religion, then 
that which the Catholicke Church euery Where 
teacheth, or hapily ſhall we be lo mad to lay, that 
then it was commaunded to curſe and anathema- 
tize him that preached any other:vile then be- 
fore hach beene preache d, and that now iris not 
commaunded ? then was that likewile which is 
there {aid. But I ſay alle in the ſpirit, and you shall 
not fulfil the deſires of the flesch ; then only com- 
maunded but now is not; which if it be impious 
and dangerous ſo to beleeue, then of 3 
01 
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followeth, that as theſe precepts of life & man- 
ners are to bee kept of all ages, ſo likewiſe thoſe 
ſer downe againſt innouating of religion & chan» 
ging of faith, are comaunded to all poſteritie : 
wherfore to preach vnto Chriſtian Catholicke 
men, beſids that which they haue teceaued, neuer 
was lawfull, no where is lawfull, at no time ſhall 
be lawfull. 

And on the contrarie to lay Anathema and curſe 
thoſe which teach otherwiſe then once hath bene 
rece aued, was at all times needfull, is euery where 
conuenient , & euer ſhall bee requiſite. Which 
being ſo, is there any man either ſo bold, that 
date teach that, which in the Church hath not 
bene taught, or of ſuch leuitie, that will receaue 
ought beſides that which he hath received of the 
Church, Let that veſſell of election, that maiſter 
of the Gentiles, that trompet of the Apoſtles, that 
preacher of the world , hee that was acquainted 
with heauenly affaires , crie out , and againecrie 
out in his epiſtles, to all men, to all times, to all 
places, that whoſoever preacheth a ne doctrine, 
is to bee accurſed. And on the contrarie parte let 
certaine frogges, corruptible gnates and flics, 
ſuch as the Pelagians bee, reclaime and that to 

Catholickes. Wee being your authors ( quoth 
they) we being your interpreters,condemne that 
which before you did hold, hold that which be- 
fore you condemned. Caſt away your olde faith, 
your forefathers law¾es, your elders conſtitutions, 
and receaue,whata gods name? I ſhake to ow 
or 
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for they are ſo proud and pteſumptuous, that as 
they can not be maintained without fin, ſo nei- 
ther impugned without ſome blotte of offence. 


CHAPTER F. 


BY: ſome man will ſay, why then doth God 
very often permit certaine notable and ex- 
cellent men in the Church to preach vnto Catho- 
licks a new religion? A very good queſtion, and 
ſuch as delerueth a more diligent and ample dif- 
courſe, vnto which notwithſtãding I will anſwer 
out of mine owne head, but wich the Authoritie 
of ſacred ſerĩpture, andthe doctrine of a notable 
maſter in Gods Church: let vs then heare holy 
Moſes, let him giue vs the reaſon , why learned 
men, and ſuch as for their great gift of knowledge 
are called of the Apoſtle Prophets, be ſome times 
permitted to preach ne doctrine, which the 
olde teſtameut allegorically calleth ſtrange gocs, 
becauſe their opinions are fo obſerued & hono- 
red of heretickes, as the gods were of the gen- 
tels: thus then writeth bleſſed Moiſes Deut. i;. 
If there shall ariſe (quorh the) in the middeſt of thee 
4 prophet, or one Which ſayth be bath ſeene a drea me, 
that is ſome maſter inthe Church,whole dilciples 
or followers ſuppoſe to teach by lome revelation 
from God: what then? & all forteli (quoth he) 
ſome ſigne or miracle, & that ball happen Which bee 
hath ſayed: tome greate maltec is here turely ment, 
and one of ſo deepe knowledge, whom his fol- 
lowers imagin not only to know things huma- 

- ne, 


ne, but alſo to foreſee future , & ſuch as ſhall 
happen, which is far aboue mans reach , as the 
ſcholers forthe m oſt part of Valentinus , Donatue, 
Photinus, Apollinaris, & luch like did bragge that 
their maſters were. What followeth? And bh 
(quoth he) ſay ynro cbec,ler vs go and folloWy ſtrange 
Gods, Which then knoWeſt not, and let vs ſerue them. 
What is ment by ſtrange Gods, but forraine er- 
rors, vbich thou knoWeſt not, that is new and neuer 
heard of before, and let vs ſerue them, that is be- 
leeue them, follow them. What then ? Thou shale 
not (quoth he) heare the wordes of that prophet or 
Dreamer. And why I pray you? is not that for- 
bidden by God to bee taught, which 1s by God 
forbidden to bee heard? Becauſe ( quoth he) the 
Lord your God doth tempt you , that it may apprare 
Whether you loue him or no, in your Wholle heart, and 
in your Wholle ſoule. The reaſon then is more 
clearethen day, why the prouidence of God doth 
ſome time ſuffer cerraine teachers and maſtersof 
the Church to preach certaine new opinios, that 
your Lord God(quoth he)may tempt you. And ſurely 
a great tentation it is, when as hee whom you 
thinke a Prophet, a Diſciple of the Prophetes, 
whom you eſteeme a Doctor and maintainer of 
of the truth, whom you haue highly reuerenced, 
and moſtintierly loued;when he ſodenly & pri- 
uily bringeth in pernicious errors, which neither 
you can quickly ſpie (lead away with preiudice 
of your old reacher)noreaſilie condemne, hindred 
with loue to your old maſter, 

THE 
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CHAPTER FI, 


H Ere ſome man hapely doth earneſtly defire 
to ſee that proued by ſome eccleſiaſticall 
examples, which by the authoritie of Mojſes hath 
already beene auouched. The demaund is reaſo- 
nable, and therfore of reaſon not long to be dif- 
ferred. W herfore to b-ginne with thoſe which 
are as yet freſhin memorie, & to the worlde 
beſt knowne, What kinde of tentation thincke 
ou was that of late dates, when that vngratious 
and curſed Nefterius, lodenly from a ſheepe trans- 

formed into a wolfe, begin to deuour the flocke 
of Chriſt, at ſuch time as thoſe which were ſpoi- 
led, commonly took: him for a ſheepe, and ther- 
fore were more ſubiect to his crueltie? For who 
would haue eaſely imagined him to haue erred, 
whom euery man knew to haue beene choſen 
with ſuch judgement of the empire? who was 
ſo highly in grace with the Cleargie , ſo much 
beloued of all holy men, io greatly in fauour with 
the people? Who openly expounded the ſcrip- 
tures, and allo confuted the peſtiferous error of 
the Iewes f why could not this man, by fuch 
meanes eaſelie perſuade any, that hee taught a 
right, preached a right, belezueda right, who to 
ſmooth the way & make entrance for his one 
hereſie, perſecuted & preached againſt che blat- 
phemies of all others? But this was that which 
Moiſes ſaith: The Lord your God doth tempt you, if 
70 


jou loue him or nv. | | 4 | 
And to paſſe oner Neftoriw, in whom was all- 
waies more admiration, then profire, more fame 
then experience : whom for ſome time humane 
fauour had made greater, then Gods grace exal- 
red, let vs rather ipeake of them which endowed 
with many giftes, and men of er ce 
bene no ſmall tentation to Catholikes,as amongſt 
the Pauoni an?, in our Fathers memorie Pbetmm, 
is recorded to haue tempted the Church of S 
num, in which being preferred wich the liking of 
all men vnto the dignitie of Preiſthood, for ſom- 
time he behaued him ſelſe very Catholikely, but 
ſodenly like that naughtie Prophet ur Dreamer, 
of whom Moiſes| peakerh,he beganne to perſwade 
the people of Odd committed to his charge; to 
follow other Gods, that is ſtroage and pakpelbia 
errors , which before they wers not acquainted 
with, Bur as this is viuall, ſo thacwyas vo I 
tioule, that he had ſo great helpes & furt | 
for the aduancing of ſo great wickednes: For he 
was both of an excellent witte , and ſingulerly 
well learned, and paſſing eloquent, as he which 
pus thr AIC 3 
and graue in either language, as appeateth bythe 
books which-he wrote — in — 
lie. in the Latin tongue. Bur ir hapned well that 
Chriſtes ſheepe commmitred to his charge, very 
vigilant and carefulin keeping the Cathiolicke 
faich,did ſpeedely remember Moyſer warning;and 
cherfoce albeit they admitted much the eloquence 
| C of 
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of theit Prophet and Paſtor, yet were they notig- 


norant of the temptation , And therefore whom 
before they followed as the cheefe leader of the 
flocke, the ſame very man afterward, they auoi- 


.ded as a rauening wolfe. 


Nether do we learne only by Photinw,butalſo . 
by the example of Apollinarù, the daunger of this 
eccleſiaſtical rentation,and therby alſo be admo- 
niſhed,diligently to keepe and recane our faith and 
religion, For this 4poll;yeri procuted his auditors 
great trouble and anguiſh of mind, whileſt the au- 
thoritie of the Church drevy them one way, and 


the acquaintance of their maſter haled them an- 


other; ſo that wauering and tottering betwixt 
bath, they were vncertaine whether part was beſt 
to be fo Bur happly he was ſuch a one as 


 eaſely deſerued to be contemned. Nay he was ſo 


famous and worthy a man, that in the very many 
thinges he wone credite too faſt. For who ſur- 
paſſed him inſharpnes of wit? In exerciſe in lear- 
ning?how many hereſies in many and great books 
hath he Querchcowne? how many errors againſt 
the faith hath he confuted ? That moſt notable 
and great worke of thirtie bookes, in vwhichyvich 
gtear waijghtof reaſon he confounded, the fran- 
ricke cauills-of Perpbitim, doth giue credit to my 
report; and teſtiſie the truth of my relation. It 
were too long to rehearſe. vp all his workes, for 
which he might haue bene compared to the theef 
pron: of Gods Church, had not the prophane 
icentioulneſſe of hereticall turioſitie, by Ig 5 

| now 
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I know not what #eÞ opinion, ſpotted and di- 
credited all his former labours, whereby His do- 
ctrine was accounted, not ſo much an edifitation, 
as an eccleflaſticall tontation. 


[ 


THE PII, CHAPTER, 


H ſome man perhaps requireth to knowy! 
what hereſies theſe me aboue named taught: 
that is, Nſforiu, Appollmarh, and Photinis, This 
pertaineth not to the matter, wherof we now in- 
treat, for it is not but purpoſe to diſpute againſt 
each mans particular error, but only by a fewex- 
amiples plainly & clerely to proue, that to bo moſt 
true which Moyſes ſaith, that if at any time any 
ecclefiaſticall maſter, yea and a Prophet for inter- 
preting the miſteries of tho propheticall viſions; 
goeth about tb bring in any ne opinion into the 
Church, that theprouidence of God dot permit 
it for our proofe and triall. But becauſe it wilt be 

proficable, I will by alitle digreſſton breefely ſet 
downe, what the forenamed herefitkesPhorinde; 
Ippollinarũ, and Neſteria taught. This then is the 
hereſie of Photinm, he affirmeth that Gad is as the 
Iewes beleeue, fingulet and ſolitary, denying the 
fulneſſe of the Trinitie, not beleuing that there is 
any perſon of the Word of God; or oH. the holy 


Shoſt. Hee affirmeth alſo, that Chtiſt was only 


man, who had his begining of the virgim Mary, 
reaching very earneſtly that we outght to worſnip 
only the perſon of God the Fathet᷑ ; and to _ 
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Chrilt only for man. This then was Photinm opi- 
nion, now Appellimari vaunteth much as though 
he beleeued the vnitie of Trinitie with full and 
ſound faith, but yet blaſphemeth he manifeſtly a- 
you our Lords incarnation,For he faith that our 
auiour eithet had not mans ſoule at all, or at leaſt 
ſuch a one , as was neither indued with mind or 
reasõ. Furthermore he affirmeththat Chriſts body 
was not taken of the fleſh of the holy virgin Mary, 
bur deſcended from heauen into the wombe of 
the Virgin, holding yet doutfully and inconſtant- 
lie ſometime thatir was coeternall to the word 
of God, ſometime that it was made of the diui- 
nitie of the word: for he would not admit two 
maner of ſubſtances in Chriſt, the one divine, the 
other humane , the one of his Father , the other 
of his Mother, but did thinke that the very nature 
of the word was deuided in to two parts, as 
though the one remained in God, and the other 
was turned into fleſh, that wheras the truth ſaith, 
that Chriſt is one conſiſting ofrwoſubſtances, he 
contrary to the truth affirmeth, of one diuinitie of 
Chriſt to berwo ſubſtances and theſe be the aſſer- 
tions of 4ppojlinaris. 
But Nefteriw ſicke of a cõtrary diſeale, whileſt he 
faineth a diſtinction of tvro ſubſtances in Chriſt, 
ſodenly bringeth in two perlons: and with mon- 
ſtrous wickednes, will needs haue two ſonnes of 
God, two Chriſts, one that was God, and another 
that was man, one begotten of the Father, an- 
other begotten of his Mother And Oy an 
aiet 
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ſaieth,that the holy Virgin Mary is not to becal- 
led the mother of God, but the mother of Chriſt, 
becauſe that Chriſt who was borne of her, was not 
God but man. And if any man thinke that in his 
bookes he ſaith there was one Chriſt and that he 
preached one perſon of Chriſt, l muſt needes con- 
feſſe that he lacketh not ground to ſay ſo, for that 
he did either of craftie pollicie , the rather to de- 
ceaue, that by ſome good thinges , he might the 
more eaſely perſwade nought as the Apoſtle ſaith, 
Rom. 7. By the good thing be bath Wrought me death. 
Wherfore either craftely as I ſaid in certaine pla- 
ces of his writings , he vaunteth to beleeus one 
perſon in Chriſt, or elſe ſurely he did hold , that 
after our Ladies deliuery, two perſons became in 
ſuch ſort one Chriſt, that yet in the time of our La- 
dies conception or deliuery, and for ſomerime af- 
ter, there were two Chriſts, and that Chriſt was 
borne firſt like vnto another man, and only was 
man, and not yet ioyned in vnitie with the per- 
ſon of God the word, and that afterward the per- 
ſon of the word deſcended downe aſſuming and 
ioyning him ſelfe to that man in vnitie of perſon: 
andalthough he now remaine in glory aſſumpted 
for ſometime, yet there ſeemeth to haue bene no 
difference betwixt him and other men. Thus then 
Neſtor, Appollinaris, Phatinus, like mad dogges, 
barked againſt the Catholique Church: Photinus 
not confeſſing the Trinity: 4ppollinaris maintai- 
_ the nature of the W ord conuertible, and not 
confeſſing two ſubſtances in Chriſt, denying alſo 
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either the whole ſoule of Chriſt , or at leaſt that 
it was indued with mind and reaſon, beleeuing 
for his pleaſure what he liked of the ſecond per- 
ſon in Trinirie . Neftoriu by defending either all · 
waies,or for ſomtime two Chriſts. But the Catho- 
nque Church beleeving aright both of God & of 
our Saujour, neither blaſphemeth againſt the mi- 
ſterie of the Trinitie, nor againſt theincarnation 
of Chriſtzfor it worſhipperh one Diuivitie in Tri: 
nitie,and reuerenceth the equalitie of the Trinity 
in one & the ſame maieſtie, confeſſing oe Chriſt, 
not two, and the ſelfe fame both God and manz 
beleeving in him one perſon, yet acknowledging 
tvvo ſubſtances, but yet beleeuing one perſon:two 
ſubſtances, becauſe the word of God is not mu- 
table that ir can be turned into fleſh: one perſon, 
leaſt profeſſing two ſonnes, it may ſeeme to wor- 
{hip a quaternitie, and not to adore the Trinitie, 


THE VIII. CHAPTER, 


Vt it is worth the labour to declare this mat» 
ter more plainely, more ſubſtantially, more 
diſtinctly. In God is one ſubſtance and three per- 
ſons, in Chriſt be two ſubſtances, but one per- 
fone , In the Trinitie there is an other , and an- 
other, but not another and an other thing. In oux 
Sauiour is not an other, and another, but an other 


and other thing , How is there in the T. inity an 


other and an other, but not another and an other 
thing ? Marry becauſe there is an other perſon af 
; the 
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the father, an other of the fonne,and an other of 
the holy Ghoſt: But yet not an other and another 
nature, but one and the ſelfe ſame: How is there 
in our Saviour another and another thing, not an- 
other and another ? becauſe there is another ſub- 
ſtance of the diuinitie , and another ſubſtance of 
the humanitie, bur yet the deitie and the huma- 
nitie,is not another and another but one and the 
ſelfe ſame Chriſt, one and the ſelfe ſame ſonne of 
God, and one and the ſelfe ſame perſon, of the 
ſelfe ſame Chriſt and ſonne of God, As in a man 
the body is one thing, and the ſoule is another 
thing, but yet the body and the ſoule are but one 
and the ſelfe ſame man. In Peter and paul the ſoule 
is one thing, the body is another thing, and yet 
the body and the ſoule ate not two Peters, nor the 
ſoule is not one Paul, and the body an other Paul, 
but one and the ſelfe ſame Peter, one and the ſelſe 
ſame Paul, ſubſiſting of a dauble & diuerſe nature 
of the body and the ſoule. So therfore in one and 
the lelfe ſame Chriſt there are rewoſubſtances, but 
one a diuine ſubſtance,the other humane;the one 


of God the Father, the other of che Virgin his 


Mother; the onecoeternall andequall to the Fa- 
ther, the other ſubſtantiall to his Mother, yet one 
and the ſame Chriſt in both ſubſtances. Therfare 
there isnot one Chriſt God,another Chriſt man, 
not one increated, another created, not one im - 
paſſible, another paſſible, not onę equall to the 
Father, another leſſe then the Father, not one of 
the Father, another of the mother, but one and 
7 the 
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the ſelfe ſame Chriſt God and man, the ſame in- 
created and created, the ſame incommutable and 
impaſſible, the ſame changed & ſuffered, the ſame 
equall and inferiour to the Father; The ſame he- 
gotten of his Father before all times, the fame 
conceaued of his mother in time, perfect God and 
perfect man: in him as God, is perfect Diuinitie, 
in him as man is perfect humanit ie, perfect buma- 
nĩtie. I ſay becauſe it had both ſoule and body, yet 
a true body ſuch as our body is, and ſuch as his 
mothers was, and a ſoule indued with vaderſtan- 
ding with mind and realon. There is therefore in 
Chriſt, the Word, the Soule, the Fleſh, but yet 
all theſe together is one Chriſt, one ſonne of God, 


_ our only Sauiour and Redeemer: One l ſay, not 


by any I know not what corruptible confuſionot 
the divinitie and humanitie together, but by a cer- 
taine perfect and finguler vnitie ofperſon:for that 
coniunction did not chaunge or conuert either 
into other ( which is the proper error of the 4r- 
714ns )but did rather ſa vnite both in one, that as 
the fingularity of one & the ſame perſon remay- 
neth alwayes in Chriſt: ſo likeyile the properties 
of both natures do for euer continue, ſo that nei- 
ther God euer 3 to he a body, nor now 
at any time ceaſeth to be a body, which thing is 


alſo more apparant hy ſome humane examplez for 


not only in this world, but alſo in the next euety 
man ſhall cõſiſt of body & ſoule, & yet neuer ſhal 
either the body de changed into the ſoule, or the 
ſoule euer conuetted into the body; but as enery 

man 
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man ſball Jive for euer, ſo for euer of neceſſity in 
each man, the difference of either ſubſtance ſhall 
continue, So likewiſe in Chriſt each property of 
either ſubſtance, ſhall continue for euer, ſauing al- 
waies & reſeruing the vnity of perſon, And when 
we often name this word Perſen, and ſay that the 
ſonne of God was made man, we muſt take great 
heed that we ſeeme not to ſay that God the Word 
the ſecond perſon in Trinitie,tooke vpon him our 
actions only in imitation, and rather in ſhew and 
ſhadow and not as perfect and very man practiſed 
humane conuerſation: as we ſee vſed in Theaters 
and Stagos where one man in a litle time, taketh 
vpon him many parts, of which notwithſtanding 
him ſelfe is none, for as often as we countetfeir 
an other mans actions, we ſo exerciſe his office, 
that yet we be not thoſe men whole actions we 
take vpon vs; for neither a tragedie player(to vſe 
prophane examples and ſuch as Manichees alledge) 
when he playeth the Preiſtor King, is therefore 
a Preiſt or King, for ſo ſoone as the tragedie en- 
derh that perſon alſo which he played forth with 
ceaſeth: God keepe vs from this horrible and wie- 
ked mockerie , Let this madnes be proper to the 
Manichees, which preaching abroade their one 
fantaſies, affirme God the ſonne of God, not to 
haue bene lubſtantiuely the perſon of man, but 
to haue fained the ſame by ſuppoſed action and 
conuerſation. But the Catholicke faich afficmeth, 
that the word of God was ſo made man, that he 


tooke vpon him our nature, and the proprieties 
| | belon- 
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belonging to the lame, not deceitfully and in ſhe 


but truely and verily, & did ſuch things as belon 
to man as his owne,and not as one that meal 
other mens actions, and was verily that which in 
life and conuerſation he did ſhev him ſelfe to be, 
gs we our ſelues alſo , in that we ſpeake vnder- 
' ſtand, and ſubſiſt, do not counterfeit our ſelues to 
be men, but are verily men. For neither Paule and 
Iohn (to ſpeake of them eſpecially for example 
fake) were men by imitation , but by ſubſiſtence, 
neither likewiſe did Paule counterfeit the Apoſtle 
ot faine him ſelfe Paule, but was in verity an Apo- 
ſtie, and was Paule by ſubſiſtence, In like manner 
God the Word by aſſuming and having fleſb, in 
ſpeaking, doing, and ſuffering in fleſh, yet wich- 
out any corruption of his nature, vouchlafed per- 
fectly to performe this, to witt, not that he ſhould 
imitate orcaunterfeir, but exhibite himlelfe a per- 
fe& man, not that he ſhould ſeeme or be thought 
2 very man, but ſhould in verity ſo be and ſubſiſt. 
Therefore as the ſoule ioyned to the fleſh, and yer 


not turned into the fleſb, doth not imitate a man 


but is a man, and not a man in ſhew and apparan - 
ce, but in ſubſtance: ſo God the Word, without 
any conuerſion of him ſelfe, vaiting him ſelfe to 
man was made man not by confuſion, not by mu- 
tation, but by ſubſiſting. Let that oppoſition ther- 
fore of a fained and countetfeite perſon vtterly be 
reieQed, in which alwaies one thing is in ſhew, 
and an other indeed, in which he that doch ought, 
is neuer the ſame perſon whom he — 
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for God forbid that we ſhould beleeue that God 
the Word,tooke vpon him the perſon of man af- 
ter ſuch a deceitfull manner, but rather in this ſore 
that his ſubſtance remaining incommutable in it 
ſelfe, and yet taking vpon him the nature of per- 
fect man, was him ſelfe fleſb, was him ſelfe a man, 
was him ſelſe the perſon of a man, not deceitfully 
but truely, not in ĩmitation, but in truth and ſub- 
ſtanceznot finally after that ſort which with action 
ſhould deſiſt, but after that manner which per- 
feQly in ſubſtance ſhould perſiſt. This vnity ther- 
fore of perſon in Chriſt was nat framed,and fini- 
(bed after the virgins delivery , but in her very 
wombe . For we muſt diligently take heed that 
we confeſſe Chriſt not onely one, but alſo to haue 
þenealwaies one, becauſe it is an intollerable blaſ- 
phemy to graunt him now to be one and yet con- 
tende that once he was not one, but two, that is 
one after the time of his Baptiſme, but two in the 
time of his Natiuitie , which great ſacriledge we 
can not athervyile auoide, but by confeſſing that 
man was vnited to God in vnĩtię of perſon, not in 
his Aicention, not in his ReſurreQion, not in his 
Baptiſme, but in his mothers wombe and imma- 
culate Conceptiont by reaſon of which vnitie of 
perſon , both the proprieties of God are indiffe- 
rently and promiſcually attributed to man, and the 
proprieties of man aſcribed to God: Hereof co- 
meth that which is written in the ſcripture, that 
the ſonne of man deſcended from Heauen, and tha 
Lord of Maieſty was Cruciſied vpon earth. Ioan. 
| 6, Her- 
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6, Herof alſo it proceedeth that we ſay that when 
our Lords fleſh was made, when our Lords body 
was framed,that the very word of God was made, 
the very wiledome of God was repleniſhed with 
created knowledge as inthe foreſight of God. Hig 
bands and feet are ſaid to be diggedipſal. 2. From this 
vnitie of perſon, I (ay it proceederh by reaſon of 
like miſtery that when the fleſh of the word of 
God was borne of his pure and immaculate Ma- 
ther, we doe moſt Catholickly beleeue, that God 
him ſelfe the Word was borne of the Virgin, and 
moſt impiouſly the contraty is maintained: Which 
being ſo, Gou forbid that any one ſhould go about 
to depriue the holy Virgin Mary of her privileges 
of gods fauour as her eſpeciall glory: For ſbe is by 
the . of our Lord and God her ſonne, 
to be conteſſed molt truely and molt bleſſedly to 
haue bene the mother of God, but yet not in ſueh 
forte as impious hereticks may imagine and ſuſ- 
pe, who affirme that ſhee is to be reputed in 
name only and appellation the mother of God, as 
ſhe forſooth which brought forth that man which 
afterward became God, as we ſay ſuch a woman 
is che mother of a Preiſt or Biſhoppe, not becauſe 
ſhe brought him thit then was either Preiſt or Bi- 
ſbop , but by generating that man which after- 
ward was made a Preiſt or Biſhoppe : not in that 
maner I fay, the bleſſed Virgin is to be called the 
mother of God, but rather becauſe as hath bene 
faid, that moſt holy miſterie was finiſhed in her 
ſacred wombe, which by reaſon of a ſinguler and 

one 
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one onely'vnitie of perſon,as the Word in fleſh is 
fleſh, ſo man in God is God, | 


B Vt now what hath already bene ſaidtouching 
the foreſaid hereſies, or concerning the Ca- 
tholique faith, let vs in few wordes and compen- 
diouſſie for memorie ſake repeate them ouer a- 
ome , that thereby with more facilitie they tnay 

e vnderſtood and with more ſuretie retained, Ac- 
curſed therfore be Phatinu not admitting the ful. 
nes of the Trinitie, and affirming our Sauiour 


Chriſt to haue bene only man. Accurſed be 4ppol- 


linari, maintaining in Chriſt corruption of chan- 
ged diuinitie,and bereauing him of the proprietie 
of perfect humanitie . Accurſed be Neſtorius, de- 
nying God to haue bene borne of a virgin, tea- 
ching Chriſtes two, and ſo abandoning the faith 
of the Tiinitie bringing in a quaternitie. But bleſ- 
ſed be the Catholique Church, which adoreth 
one God in perfecte Trinitie, and likewiſe wor- 
ſhippeth equalitie of Trinitie in one diuinitie 2 ſo 
that neither ſingularitie of fubſtance confoundeth 
proprietie of perſons , nor diſtinction of Trinitie, 
ſeparateth vnitie of ceitie , Bleſſed I ſay be the 
Church which beleeueth in Chriſt two true and 
perfect ſubſtances but one only perſon, ſo that neĩ- 
ther diſtinQio of natures doth deuide the vnĩty of 
perſon, nor vnity of perſon doth cõfound the diffe- 
rence of ſubſtances. Bleſſed I ſay be the Church 


which 
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which tothe end ſhe may confeſſe Chriſt alwaies 
to be and to haue bene one, acknowledgeth man 
yniced to God, not after our Ladies deliuery, but 
euen then in his mothers wombe . Bleſſed I ſay 
be the Church which vnderſtandeth God made 
man, not by any conuerſion of nature, but by rea- 
fon and meanes ofperſon, and not tllat a fained 
and tranſitorie perſori,bur ſubſtantially fubſiſtin 
and permanent. Bleſſed I ſay be the Chutch whic 
teachetli tliat this vnĩtie of perſon hath ſo great 
force that by realon therof by a mĩſtety ſtrange & 
ineffable, ſhe aſcribeth; vnto man the proprieties 
of God, and attributeth to God the proprieties of 
man. For by reaſon of this vnitie of perſon, ſhe 
eonfeſſeth that man as hee was God, deſcended 
from Heauen, and God as lie was man, was made 
vpon earth, luffered & was Crucified.Bleſſed ther- 
fore is that venerable, happie & ſatred confeſſion, 
& cõpatable to thoſe ſupernall praiſes of the An- 

gells, which glorifieth one Lord God with triple 

anctification. For this is the principall reaſon why 
the Church teachleth the vnitie of Chriſt ; leaſt 
otherwiſe ſhe ſhould exceed the milteric of the 
Trinitie. | 

And ler this ſuffice touching this matter ſpo- 
ken by way of ene * if it pleale God 
I will increate and declare theſe points more co- 
piouſly , Now to returne to our former pirpole. 


THE 
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THE X. CHAPTER, 


W E haue ſaid in the premiſſes that in the 
Church of God, the error of the maſter is 
a great tentation to the people, and the more lear- 
ned he were that erred, ſo much che greater Was 
the tentation: Which we ſhewed firſt by the au- 
thority of holy ſcripture, afterward by the exam- 
ples eccleſiaſticall of thoſe men, which for ſome 
time reputed and accounted ſound in fatth , yet 
at laſt fell either in ſome other mans error, or elſe 
coined a new hereſie of their one: This ſure); 
is a great matter, profitable to be learned, and ne- 
ceſſary to be temembted, whigh once againe we 
muſt inculcate and make plaine by greater ſtore of 
examples, that almoſt all Carholickes may know, 
that with the Church they ought to receive Do- 
ors,and not with the Doctor to forſake the faith 
of the Church. But Iam of this opinion, that al- 
though I could bring forth many to ſhew this 
kinde of tentation, yet there is almoſt none which 
can be compared to the rentation of Origes , in 
whom were very many giftos, ſo rare, ſo Eger, 
ſo ſtrange, that in the begining any would haue 
thought that his opinions might haue bene beleę- 
ued of all men. For if life procureth authotitie, he 
was a man of great induſtrie, of great chaſtitie, pa- 
tience and labout, if familie or learning, ho more 
noble? being of that houſe, Which was honorable 
for martyrdome , him ſelfe afteryyard for ere 
epri- 
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depriued not of Father only, but alſo ſpoiled of all 
his patrimonie : and fo much he profited in tlie 
miſteties of holy pouerty, that as it la reported, for 
the confeſſion of Chriſtes name he often indumd 
much affliction. Neither was he only adorned with 
theſe gifres, all which afterward ſerued for tenta- 
tion, but was indued alſo with force of witte, ſo 
profound, ſo quicke, ſo delicate, that he far ex- 
celled almoſt all other whatſoever. A man of fuch 
wonderful learning and erudition,thar there were 
few thinges in Divinitie,in humane Philoſophie, 
happily nothing which he had not perfectly attai- 
ned, who hauing gotten the treaſures of the greek 
tongue, labouted alfo about the hebrew. And for 
his eloquence hat ſhould I ſpeak offwhoſe tall: 
was ſo pleaſant, ſo delectable, ſo ſweet, that in 
mine opinion, not words, but honie flowed from 
his mouth. Whit thinges were ſo hard to bo- 
leeue, which with force of argument he made not 
laine? What ſo difficult to bring to paſſe, which 
he made not to ſeeme eaſie: Bur perchãce he main 
rained his aſſertios by arguments only: Nay with - 


out queſtion there was neuer any Doctor which 


vled more examples of ſacred ſcriprure , Bur yet 


' happely he wrote not much No man living more, 


yea fo much that in mine opinion all his workes 


reſo far from being read ouer, that they can not 


poſſiblie all be found, who not to lacke any fur- 
iherance to learning , lied alſo vntill he was paſ- 
ſing olde. But yet perchaunce vnfortunate in his 


ſchollers: What man euer more happie, hauing 
ttained 


1 
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trained vp and bene maſter to infinite DoRors, to 
Preiſtes without number,to Confeſſors and Mar- 
tyrs. Now ho is able to proſecute 'with words, 
in what admiration he was with all men?in what 

lory, in what credite and grace? Who more zea- 
ousin religion repaired not to him, from the fur- 

theſt partes of the world What Chriſtian did 
not almoſt worſhip him as a Prophet? What Phi- 
loſooher did not humour him as a maſter, and 
how greatly he was reverenced , not only of pri- 
uate men, but allo of the Empire it ſelfe, hiſto- 
ries doe ſpeake, Which reporte that he was ſent 
for of Alexander the Emperors Mother , to witt, 
for his merit of heauenly wiſdome, with the grace 
and loue whereof he was infl med. His epiſtles 
allo teſtiſie the ſame thing, which with e 
of a Chriſtian maſter he wrote vnto Phillip the 
Emperor, the fiſt Chriſtian amongeſt all the Ro- 
mane Princes , And if any man vpon our report 
admitteth not the teſtimonie of a Chriſtian tou- 
ching his wonderfull knowledge , and learning, 
at leaſt let him receaue the confeſſion of an hea» 
then Philotopher. For that impious Perpbirie laith, 
that himſelte being but yet as it were + boy, mo» 
ved with his fame, trauailed vnto Alexadris here 
he di ſee him being then old, but yet tuch a one 

and lo learned, as he that had attained to the per- 
fection of all knowledge.Day wouls ſooner taile 
me, then I covld touch though breiflie, hole no- 
table gifts which were in that man, all vvhich not- 

wichſtanding pertained not only to the glorie of 
D Reli- 
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Religion, but alſo to the greatnes of the tempta- 
don. | 
For who is he that would willingly haue for- 
faken a man of ſuch wit, cf ſo deepe learning, of 
fo rare grace, and would not ſooner haue vſed that 
ſaying , that he had rather erre with Origen, then 
beleeue aright with others ? And what ſbould I 
ſay more ? the matter came to that iſſue , that as 
the end ſhewed, not an vſuall and common, but 
a paſſing dangero is tentation of ſo wor hy a man, 
fo famous a Doctor, ſo notable a Prophet, caried 
very many from the true and ſound fai h of the 
Church: For this Origes , ſo rare and ſingulet a 
man, abufing the grace of God, inſolently flat- 
tering him ſelte too much in his owne wit, belee» 
uing himlelfe more then reaſon would, litle eftee- 
ming the olde famplicitie of Chriſtian Religion, 
preſuming to be wiſer then all other, contemning 
the traditĩons of the Church, and the olde Fathers 
documents, waded ſo far in expounding certaine 
chapters of the ſcripture after a new facion, vntill 
heoeſerued, that the Church of God ſhould alſo 
ſay of him. If there ariſe vp in the mddeſt of thee 4 
Prophet; And a litle after thou shalt net beare(quorh 
he) the Wordes of that Prophet; And againe becauſe 
(quoth he) your Lord God doth tempt you Whether 
you loue him or no. And ſurely it is not only a ten- 
tation, but allo a great tentation when a man ca- 
rieth away ſecretly and by litle & licle the Church 
depending vpon him (admiring his wit, know- 
ledge, cloquence , conuerſation, and grace ' no- 
thing 
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thing ſuſpe ding him, nothing fearing him) ſoden- 
lie from the olde Religion to a prophane and new 
docttine. 

But ſome will ſay that Origens bookes be cor- 
rupted: I will not gaine ſay it, but rather ſuppoſe 
it were ſo: for that hath both bene ſaid and vvrit- 
ten of ſome, not only Catholickes , hut alſo He- 
rerickes . Bur this is now the point we haue $0 
confider , that although not he, yet the bookes 
paſſing abrode vnder his name are a greac rents- 
tion, which ſtuffed with many horrible blaſphe- 
mies, are read and vſed, loued, and liked, not as 


| bookes of others, but as his owne workes:lo that 


although Origen gaue no cauſe of erroneous do- 
Qrine , yet his authoririe hath bene the occaſion 
why the error hath bene liked and followed. 
he caſe alſo of Tertullian ia the very ſame with 
the former:for as Origen is to be thought the beſt 
among the Greeke Doctors, ſo Tertullian with- 
out conttouerſie, rhe cheefe of all the Latin, Fer 
who was more learned then hee? Who in Diuj- 
nity or Humanity more praftiledffor by his great 
and wonderfull capacitie of wit, he atrained to, 
and imbraced all Philoſophy,all the ſees of Phi- 
loſophers, all their Authors and Patrons, all their 
learning, all ſortes of hiſtories and ſtudies . And 
for his wit, was he not ſo excellent, ſo graue, ſo 
ſbarpe, that he almoſt vndertooke the ouerthroyy 
of nothing, which eĩther by quicknes of wit, de 
waight of reaſon, he cru{bed not in peeces? Now © 
whois able to ſer downe the commendationand 
D 2 praiſe 
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praiſe which his ſtile and phraſe of ſpeach deſer- 
-ued,which was fo fraiight(Lknow not how) with 
that force of realon, that ſuch as could not be per- 
[waded, were compelled: whole almoſt ſo many 
wordes, fo many 'enrences', ſo many ſences, o 
many viQories, This is well knowne to Marcion 
and Appelles, well knowne to Praxeas, and Herme- 
Jene; The lewes vn ſerſtand this, the Gentiles 

ue tried it, the Gnoſtiks haue proued it,and di- 
ners others haue felt i: whole blaſphemouſe opi- 
nions he harh ouerch: owne with his many and 

eat volumes, as it had bene with thunder and 

i hrning. 

And yet this man after all this, this Tertullian 
I ſay, not holding the Catholic ke religion, that is 
the vniuerſall and olde faith, being far more elo- 
quent then fortunate, chãging afterward his mind, 
tia at laſt that which che bleſſed Confeſſor Hil- 
tarie in a certaĩne place writeth of him. He diſcre- 
dited (quoth he) With bis latter error, bis probabls 
Writings: and therefore he was allo a great tenta- 
tion in the Church. But hereof I will ſay no more, 
only this I add, that by his defending againſt the 
precept of Moſes , for true prophecies the new 
madneſſe of Montanus ſpringing vp in the Church, 
and theſe mad dreames of a new doQrine of the 
franticke woman, he deſerued that we ſhould alſo 
ſay of him and his wiritinges. If 4 Prophete shall 
riſe vp in the nideſt of thee: and ſtraight after, cho 
thalt not beare the Wordes of that Propbet. W hy (0? 
Becauſe ( quoth he) your Lord God doth tempt * 
= Whether 
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Whether you loue bim or no. We ought therfore eu 
dently to note by theſe ſo many, ſo great and di- 
uers others ſuch waightie examples, and 2. 
nd, 


that if at any time any eccleſiaſtical teacher ſtraĩeth 
from the faith, that gods prouidence doth tuffer 
that for ourtriall, whether we loue him or no in 
our wholle hart, and in our wholle ſoule. 


- THE XI. CHAPTER, 


WW Hich being ſo, he is a true and perfect ſine 
cere Catholicke, that loueth Gods truth, 
that loueth his body the Church, that preferreth 
nothing before the Religion of God, nothing be- 
fore the Catholicke faith, not any mans authority, 
not loue, not will, not eloquenee, not Philoſophy 
but contemning all theſe thinges, ſetled in faithʒ 
ſtable and permanent, whatſoeuer he knoweth 
the Catholicke Church vniueiſally in old time to 
haue holden, purpoſeth with him ſelfe only to 
hold and beleeue : and therfore whatſoeuer new 
doctrine and not before heard of, ſuch a one per- 
ceaue to be brought in of ſome one man, beſide 
or contrarie to the olde Saintes and Doctors, let 
him know , that not to pertaine to; Religion but 
rather to tentation, for his proofe and trjall,elpe- 
cially being inſtructed with the ſaying ofthe Apo- 
ſtle S. Paule, for this is that which he writeth in 
his firtt epiſtle to the Corinthians. Theremufi(quoth 
he) be berefies alſo that owes are approued may 

| 3 6 


what ſeas of cares, with what ſtormes are they 
.. fed? for ſometime as the winde drineth them, they 
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be made mani ſeſt among? you. As though he ſhould 
ſay. This is the caule why the Authors of here- 
ſies are not ſtraight rooted out by God, that the 
may be made manifeſt, that is, euery one 
may appeare how ſtedfaſtly, faithfully, and con- 
Rantly, he loneth the Catholicke faith. And cer- 
taine ic is, that ſtraight vpon the; ſpringing vp of 
any Nouelty,the waighty corne is diſcerned from 
the light chaffe: then is that eaſelie ſhaken out of 
the floare which before lightly remained in the 
floare,for ſome by and by leape away, others only 
ſhaken are afraidro periſh, & aſhamed to returne, 
remaining wounded, halfe dead, halfealiue, like 
vnto thoſe which haue drunke ſo much poiſon, 
as neither killech, nor digeſteth, neicher bringeth 
death, nor yet permitteth to liue. | 
Alas the miſerable ſtate of ſuch perſons, _ 


arecaried away headlong into error, another time 
coming againe to-themielues, they are ſhaken and 
beaten like contrary waues ſtriving together:lom- 
time with raſh pres ũption they allow luch things, 
as ſeeme vncertaine,an other time of puſillanimi- 
tie they feare thoſe thinges which are certaine, 
doubtfull which way to take, which way to re- 
turne, vvhat to deſire, what to auoide, what to 
houlde, what to let goe: which miſerie and affli- 
tion of à wauering harte and not letled , were 
they wiſe , d the ſalue of Gods mercie tow¾ardes 
them. Fot chi is the reaſonwhy(being our of the 


lafe 
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ſafe porte of the Catholique faith)they are ſhakeN» 
toſſed, and almoſt killed with Rormes and trou- 
bles,to the end they ſhould ſtrike downe the ſaĩ- 


les of their proud mind, which they noughtely 


hotled vp to the windes of nouelties, and (o retire 
and keepe them lelues within the moſt ſure port 
of their calme and good mother, and firſt caſt vp 
thoſe bitter and turbulent waters of errors, that 
afterward they may drinke of the flowing rivers 
of liuelie and runing water. Let them learne to 
forger well, which well they have not learned, 
and thole articles which the Church teacheth: 
and by reaſon are to be attained to, let them in 
Gods name comprehend, and thoſe which ſure 
paſſe reaſon, let them by faith beleeue. 


THE XII, CHAPTER: 


Hich being ſo, ofteh times calling to 
minde and remembring the ſelfe lame 
thĩags: I cannot ſufficiently maruell at the great 
madnes of ſome men, at lo great impietie of a 
blinded harte: to conclude, at ſo great a licentious 
deſire to error, that they be not content with the 
rule of faith once deliuered vs, and receiued from 
our aunceſtors, but do euery day ſearch and ſeeke 
for new doctrine, euer deſirous to add to change, 
and to take away ſome thing from religion , as 
though that were not the doctrine of Go, which 
was once ſufficiently reuealed, but rather m. ns 
inſtitution, which cannot but by continuall cor- 
D 4 reQion 
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rection (or rather corruption) come to perfe ion: 
Whereas the diuine ſcriptures cris out: Doe not 
franflate the bounds Which thy fathers baue (et downe, 
and, do not iudge over thy iudge. And, the Serpent 
Will bite bim that cutteth the hedge. And that laying 
of the AD-itles by which all wicked nouelties of 
all heretickes haue often bene cut in peeces, as it 
were with a ſpi ituall ſword, andalwaies here- 
after are, O Timot bie, łsepe the d:poſiturns auoiding the 
prophans nouelties of voices and oppoſitions of falſiy 
called knowledge, Which certaine promiſiug, baus eri ed 
about the faith. 

Aad yet for all this, ſome there be ſo ſhameles, 
ſo impudent, ſo obſtinate, which will not yelde 
to ſuch force of diuine ſcripture, which be not 
moued with ſuch waight of reaſon, nor yer ſhaken 
with ſuch heauenly ham mers: to conclude which 
be not beaten in peeces with ſuch celeſtiall light- 
ning: Auoide (quoth he) the prophane nouelties of 
voices. He ſaieth not auoide antiquities, he ſaieth 
not auoide auncientnes, nay rather {hewerh what 
cotrariwile we ſhould follow. For if nouelty is to 
be auoided,antiquirie is ta be retained: if nouelty 
be prophane, antiquitie is ſacred , and oppoſitions 
(quoth he) of falſiy called knoWledge . Verily the 
name of knowledg2 in the ichooles of Hereticks 
is falle, where ignorance is called knowledg2,milt, 
reputed cleerenes, and darkenes tearmed by the 
name of light. Which certaine( quoth he) promiſing 
baut erred about the fath . What promiled they, 
whea they erred about the faith? What elſe, but 1 

know 
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knovy not what ne and vnknowen dodlrine? 
For you may heare ſome of them ſay. O ye vn- 
wile and ſeelie ſoules which commonly are cal- 
led Catholickes, come and learne the true faith, 
which no creature vnderſtãdeth befides vs, which 
hath bene hidden, many hundred of yeeres paſt, 
but of late hath bene revealed and laid open, but 
learne it privily, learne it ſecretly, for it will de- 
light you, And againe when you haue learned it, 
teach it ſecretly, that the world may not vnder- 
ſtand it, that the Church may not know it, for it 
is graunted to fewe to vnderſtand the ſecret of ſo 

reat a milterie . Are not theſe thincke you the 
wordes of that harlot, which in the Ptouerbes of 

Salomon calleth vnto her the paſſengers . Prog. 9. 
W ho i (quoth he) moſt foole amongeſt you, let him 
turne yuto me. And ſuch as be of imail indgement 
ſhe exhorteth, ſaying. Touch Þillingly ſecret bread, 
and drinke ect Water priuily. What foll-werh? 
But he knoWeth not (quoth he) how in ber company 
earthly men dos perub, who be theleearthly men? 
Let the Apoſtle declare: Thoſe (quoth he) Which 
hane erred about the faith. 

But it is worth the labour more diligent]y to 
examine the Apoltie his whole Chapter. O T1mo- 
thie(quothhe)keepe the depoſitum auoiding prophane 
nouelties of voices. This exclamatiog O, both ihews= 
eth forehghi,and alſo argueth charitie: for he fore- 
ſawe certaine ertors, which before hand he was 
ſory for: Who at this diy hath the place of T:mo- 
thytbut enhex the whole Church, or eſpecially che 
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wholle body of Prelates, who ought themſelues 
to hauethe wholle knowledge of diuine religion, 
and allo to inſtruct others, what is ment by keeps 
the depoſitum, Keepe itquoth he for feare of thee- 
ues, for daunger of enimies , leaſt when men be 
a ſleepe they o 1er-ſow cockel amangſt the whear, 
which the Gans of man hath ſowed in his f-ild, 
Keepe (quoth he) the depoſitum. What is ment by 
this depo ſitum: that ĩs, that which is committed to 
thee, not that which is innented of thee : that 
which thou haſt receaued, not that which thou 
haſt deuiſed: a thing not of wit, but of learning: 
not of private vſurpation , but of publicke tradi- 
tion: a thing brought to thee : not brought forth 
of thee: wherin thou muſt not bean Author, but 
a keeper: not a beginner, but a folower: not alea- 
der,but a commer after: Keepe the tum, Pro- 
ſerue the talent of the Catholicke faith pure and 
fincere, that which is committed ro thee, let that 
remaine with thee,and that deliuer vnto the peo 
ple. Tho. baſt receiued gold, render then gold, I 
Will not haue one thing for another. Doe not for 
gold giue me either impudenily leade, or craftily 
braſſe, I will not the ſh2w, but the very nature of 
gol de it lelte. 0 Timorbise, O Preiſt, 0 Teacher, O 
Doctor, if Gods gitt hath made thee meete and 
ſuffi. ient for thy, wit, ex*rcile and learning, {hew 
thy le'fe Beſeelel, that divine workeman in buil- 
ding of che Ipirituall tabernacle, ingraue thoſe pre- 
tous ſt nes of Gods religion, faichfully ſer them, 
wilely adotus them, put vpon them brightnes, 
giue 
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giue them grace, giue them bewtie. That which 
men before beleeued obſcurely , let them by thy 
expolition vnderſtand more cleerly . Let poſteri- 
tie reioice for comming to the knowledge of that 
by thy meãs, which antiquity without that know. 
ledge had in veneration . Yer for all this, in ſuch 
ſort deliver what thou haſt learned, that albeir 
thou teacheſt newly, and after a new manner, yet 
thou neuer preacha ne religion, and deliuer ane 


faub. 
THE XIII. CHAPTER. 


Vr peraduenture ſome willſay,{ball we then 
haue no increaſe of religion in the Church 
of Chriſt ? no gowns on, no proceeding for- 
ward? To which Ianſwere and ſay, Let vs a Gods 
name haue the greateſt and moſt thatmay be.For 
who is either ſo enuious to men, or hatefull to 
God, who would labour to ſtop or hinderthat? 
bur yet in ſuch ſort and with this prouito, that it 
may appeareto be truely an increalc in faith, and 
not to proue to be a changein religion, for this is 
the nature of ſuch things as increale, that inthem- 
lelues they become and grow greater . And this 
is the nature of a change and mutation, that ſome 
thing be turned from one thing which it was, to 
an other which it was not: Convenient it is and 
very neceſſaty, that the vnderſtanding, knowledge, 

wiſedome, al well of euery man in particuler, 
as of all in common: as well of one alone, as 5 
mne 
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tho wholle Church in genetall, of all ages in ti. 
mes paſt, ſnould aboundantly increaſe and go for- 
ward, but yet for all chat, onely in his owne kinde 
and nature, that is in the ſame faith, in the ſame 
ſence, in the ſame ſentence . In this caſe let the 
religion of our ſoule imicare the nature of our bo- 
dies, Which although wich proces of time they 
paſſe ouet many yeeres, yet they remaine the ſams 
that they were, 

There is great difference betw¾ixt floriſbing 
yourh, and withered age, yet the ſelfs lame men 
become olde which before were yong; fo that al- 
though the tate and condition of one and the ſelfe 
ſame man be altered, yet one very nature and per- 
fon, doch itill rematae . The limmes and mem- 
bers of infants be 1mall, of young men great, yet 
not diuers but the very ſame. So mary iointes as 
young children haue, ſo many haue they when 
they bz men, and if any partes there be, which 
with increa e of yeetes ſpring forth, thoſe before 
by nature were in man virtually planted , ſo that 
no new hi ig comes forth in olde men,which be- 
fore were not contained ĩn them being yer chil- 
dren, Wherfote there can be no doubt, but that 
this is che due and right order of growing , the 
moit narurall and goodlieſt way of eg 
to haue in olde yeeres, thoſe members, thoſe 
partes and iointes, which the wiſedome of our 
Creator before framed when we were yet but litle 
ones: And therfore if a man be afterward changed 
into lome other ſhape or likenes then his nature 
require, 
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require, or if the number of his members be more 
or leſſe then nature preſcribeth, then of neceſſitie 
the wholle body muſt either periſhe, or become 
monſtrouſe, or at leaſt remainelame and maimed, 
In like maner Chriſtian religion muſt follovy theſe 
rules of increaſing and growing, to wit, that with 
yeeres it waxe more ſound, with time become 
moreample, with continuance be more exalted, 
yet remaine pure & incorrupt, & continue full & 
perfect with each of his partes, and as it were wi:h 
all his members and proper ſenees: And further- 
more that it admit no change or mutation, luſtaine 
no loſſe of his proprietie, no varietie or mutabili- 
tie in definition: for example ſake, 

Our forefathers in olde time in the ſpirituall 
feilde of the Church , ſowed the wheaten ſeede 
of true faith and religion, it were now very iniu- 
rious and vnreaſonable, that we their poſteritie in 
ſeed of perfect and true wheate,ſhould reape the 
falſe error of cockle: And contrariwiſe it is reaſon 
and very conuenĩent, that the beginning & ending 
not diſagreeing with it ſelfe, we ſhoula of the in- 
creale of wheaten ſeed, reape the fruit of wheaten 
religion, ſo that when with tract of time, any of 
thoſe firſt ſeedes beginne to budde and come 
forth , letthem be tilled and trimmed, yet with- 
out changing ought of the propriety of the corne 
ſpringing vp:& albeit faſbio,ſhape & diſtinctiõ, ba 
added & put to, yet muſt the nature of each kindo 
remaine & abide. For God forbid that thoſe roſie 
plãtes of the Catholike doctrine, ſnould be chaged 
inte 
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into thiſtles and rhornes, God forbid I ſay, that 
in this ſpicituall paradiſe, of the ſlippes of Cina- 
mon and Balſme , ſhould ſodenly grow vp darnel 
and poiſon , Therefore what ſoeuer hath by the 

ce of God and our Fathers faith beene ſowen 
in this Church, reaſon ir is thatthe ſame be cul- 
tiuated and maintained by the induſtry of the chil- 
dren: meete that it floriſh and waxe ripe, conue- 
nient it grow and come to perfection: forlawfull 
ic is chat thoſe auncient articles of heavenly phi- 
loſophie, {ſhould be trimmed, ſmoothed, and po- 
liſhed:but vnlavyful ir is that they ſhould bechan- 
ged, mangledand maimed , And albeit they re- 
ceaue perſpicuirie, light, and diſtinction, yet of 
neceſſitie muſt they retaine theit fulnes, ſoundnes, 
and proptietie . For if once this licentiouſnes of 
wicked fraud be admitted, I tremble to ſpeake 
what daunger is like to enſue of raſing and aban- 
doning religion: for if we take away any parte of 
the Catholicke faith, ſtraight waies other partes, 
and after that other, and againe other, and that as 
it were of cuſtome and by law ſhall be abandoned, 
And what followeth when every parte by litle 
and litle is aboliſhed, but that in concluſion the 
wholle corps of religion at one blow be refuſed 
and reieQed, And contrariwileit new thinges and 
olde, forraine and domeſticall, prophane and ſa- 
cred, begin once to be confounded together, then 
muſt needes this cuſtome generally follow , that 
nothing hereafter remaine in the Church vntou- 
ched, nothing without corruption, nothing found, 
nothing 
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nothing pure, nothing hncere, and ſo where be- 
fore was the ſacred ſchoole of chaſte and imma- 
culate truth, there ſhall be a very brothel houſe of 
wicked and filthy errors, 

But God of his goodnes deliver his ſeruantes 
from ſuch minds, and let theimpious rather, and 
graceleſſe, follovwy that furious ard madd procee- 
ding. For the Church of Chriſt is a carefull and 
diligent keeper of religion committed to her char- 

neuer changeth or altereth init any thing, 
diminiſheth nothing, nothing ſhe adceth: 


2 
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he 
What is neceſſary ſhe looſeth nor, what is ſuper- 
fluous ſhe forceth nor, her owne ſhe maintaineth, 
not her owne ſbee vſurpeih not, but with all in- 
Aduſtrie laboureth only about this one thing, that 
is, by faithfull and prudent handling of our fore- 
f I fathers doinges, what by them in times paſt was 


© | wellentered and begone, ſhe poliſheth:whar the 
was well poliſhed and declared, {he confirmeth: 
what then was confirmed and defined, {beretai- 
neth. To conclude what haih ſhe els endeuoured 
by the decrees of Councels but that, that doctrine 
which before was ſimplie credited, the ſame al- 
terward ſhould be more diligently beleeued: that 
religion which before was taught more ſlowly, 
the lame afterward ſhould be preached more in» 
ſtantly: That faich which before was more ſecu- 
rely reuereneed, the ſame afterward ſhould more 
carefully be pradiſed. This I ſay alwaies and no- 
thing els, hath the Church provoked with the no- 
ualties of Heretickes ſer downe by the decrees of 
| het 
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her Countells , to wit onely to confirme that to 
poſteritie by writing ( comprehending a great 
ſummeef things in few wordes, and often times 
for mote eaſie vnderſtanding to an olde article of 
faich.giuing a new name) which before by tradi- 
tion ſhe had receaued of her forefathers, 


THE XIV. CHAPTER, 


Vt to returne to the Apoſtle. O Timorby(quoth 
he)keepe the depoſitum auoiding propbane nouel- 
ties of voices. 1. Cot. 3. Agoyde (J oth he) as vi- 
per, as a lcorpian, as a baſili ke, leaſt they infecte 
thee, not only by touching, but allo with their 
very eies and breath, vVhat is ment by 40e hat 
is, not ſo much as to eate with any ſuch. What im- 
porteth this (Aude?) if any man (quoth he) come 
vnto you and "ay not this doFrine, what doctrine 
but the Catholicke and vniuerlall, and that which 
with ſound tradition of the truth, hath continued 
one and the telfe fame, through all ſucceſſions of 
times, and that which ſhall continue to the world 
ende. What hen; Receaue bim not (quoth he) inte 
the hon ſe. nor ſay God ſaue you, for be that ſaieth vnto 
him God ſaue you, communicateth With his Wicked 
Workes . 2. loan.” 7. Propbane nouelties of voices. 
(quoih hey wyhet is (Prephane.) Thole which haue 
no holines in hem, no iote of religion, wholie 
voknowne to the Church which is the temple of 
God. Prophanenouelties of voices, quoth he (of voi- 
ces) that is, nouelties of opinions, ang 
ä | | enles 
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ſenſes, contrarieto our forefathers faith,contrary 
to antiquitie, which if we admit and receaue, of 
neceſſity the faith of our bleſſed aunceſtors, cichet 
all, ot a great parte of it, muſt be ouerthrowne , 
the Faithfull people of all ages and times, all holy 
Saintes, all chaſt, all continent, all virgins, all wi- 
dowes, ali Clearkes; all Deacons; all Preiſtes: ſo 
manie thouſands of Confeſſors, ſo many bands of 
Martyts, ſo many famous and great cities, ard 
common wealches, ſo many llandes, Prouinces, 
Kings, countries, kingdomes, nations, to con- 
clude almoſt the whole worlde incorporated by 
the Catholicke faith to Chriſt their heade , mu 
needes be ſaied, ſo many hundreds of yeeres ti 
haue bene ignorant, to have erred, to haue blaſe 
phemed, to haue beleeued they know not what. 
4uoide (quoth he) Propbane noueltirs of voices, to 
recciue which, which to follow, neuer was the cu; 
ſtome of Catholickes, but alwaics the properties 
of heretickes. 

And to ſay truth, vyhat hereſie hath euet peeped 
forth but vnder the name of ſome certaine man, in 
ſome certaine place, and at ſome certaine time. 
Who euer ſer abroche any hereſie, who firſt de- 
vided not him ſelte from the conſent of the vni=- 
verlallitie & antiquitie of the Catholike Churchz 
which to be true; examples do plainly prove;For 
who euer before that prophane Pelag;w preſumed 
ſo much of mans free will, that be thought not the 


grace of God neceſſarie to every partietiler good 


atef Who euer before his monitcous diſciple Ce-- 
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leflizs , denied all mankind to be ti d and bound 
wich the ſinne of Adam preua icarion? Who euer 
before ſacrilegious Arms, durit teare in peeces the 
Vnitie of Trinitie ? W ho ever betore wicked Sa- 
bellin, attempteꝗ to confound the Trinity of Vni- 
tie? Who euer before cruell Novatran , affirmed 
God to be ſa mercileſſe, thai he had rather the 
death of a ſinner, then he ſhould retur e and live? 
Who euer before S110n Mag tel puniſhed by Apo- 
ſtolicall c:nſure,from whom that olde fiike ot fil» 
thines came by continuall and fecrete lucceſſion 
vnto Priſcillian that was the laſt) durſt euer affir- 
me, that Godour Creator was the Author of euel, 
that is, the Author of our wickednes, impieties; 
and horrible crime; becaule God (as he ſaied) ſo 
made mans nature, t hat by acertaine proper mo- 
tion and impulſe of an inforced will, it can dog 
nothing elle but ſinne, defire nothing elle but ta 
offend, becauſe being prouoked and i::flamed with 
the furious rage of all vices, it is with an inſatiable 
deſire caried away headlong into the pit & ſineko 

of all flthinest . 
Suck examples are infinite, which for breuitie 
ſake I omit, by all which notwithſtanding, it ap- 
peareth plainly and eleerely, that it is an viuall and 
common thing in all Hereſies, to take great plea- 
ſure in prophane nouelties, to loathe — at 
of our een ſo to fall from the faith. by 
appoſing the talſe and counterfeit name of know- 
ledge and learning: contrariwile this is proper to 
all Catholickes to keepe chat lth which baholy 
arners 
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Fecher: haue left and committed to their charge, 


to condemne Prophane pouelties, and as the Apo- 
ſtle hath already ſaid, and againe doth ſay. If any 
man ball preach otherWiſetben that Which u 1eced= 
ned, to accurſe bim. 


THE Kr. CHAPTER, 


H Ere happilie ſome man may demand, whe- 
1 ther heretickes allo do vie the teſtimonie of 
holy ſcripture, To which I ſay that they doe, and 
that very earneſtly, for a man may behold them 
ranging andcourfinginevery parte of the Bible, in 
Myyſes, in che Kinges,in the f ſalmes in the Apo- 
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2 in he Gbeſpels, in the Prophet: For wherher 


y be amongit their owne bretheren , or with 
rangers, Whether in private or in publike, he- 
er in talking or in writing, wherher in the houſe 
a feaiting or abrode or in walking, ihey almoſt 
neuer alleadge any _—r their. owne , which 
they do not pretend.to{hadowe. with the words 
of ſacred ſcripture. Read the pamphlets of Pauli 
$S hindſatenus of Priſcilian , Ennomies , Jenn and 
the reſt of uch like peſtilent Hererickes, ano you 
ſhalt find through all their work2s, an huge beape 
of examples, ali moſt no page omitted, which is 
not coloured and painted with the ſayings ot che 
hew and olde teſtament. But the more cloſely 
they lurke vnder the ſhadow of Gods lawe , the 
more carefullie are they to be teared, the more 
Hartowlie to by watched, fot they knowe full, 
19 E 3 well 
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. well that their ſtinking and vnſauorĩe drugges, he 
not likelie almoſt to pleaſe any, if pl and na- 
kedlie they be ſet forth:and therfore they do tem- 
per them as it were, with the ſwette powder of 
Gods word, that he which quicklie would haue 
contemned mans erronious invention , dare not 
ſo readilie reiee Gods divine ſcripture: wherein 
they are like to thoſe, which minding to miniſter 
ditter potions to yonge children, do hrſt annoint 
the brimmes of the cuppe with honie , thatzbex- 
by vnwarie youth feeling the ſweetnes, may no- 
thing feare the bitter confection. This deuiſe alſo 
e they ; which vpon noughtie herbes and 
urtfull ioyces, write the names of good & whole 
ſome medicines, wherby almoſt no man reading 
the good ſupetſetiption, any thing ſuſpecteth the 
lurking poyſon. 

The ſelf ſame thing likewiſe our Sauiourcrieth 
our to all Chriſtians, Math. 7. Takę pee beed of falſe 
Prophets, hich come to y u in sbeepes cloatbing, bus 
inwardly ars ranening vous: . W hat is ment elle 
by ſbeepes clothing, but the ſayings of the Pro- 
phetes and Apoſtles, which they with ſheepelike 
ſinceritie, did weare like certaine fleeces for that 
immaculate Lambe, which, taketh away the ſin- 

nes of the world? And what is to be vnderſtood 
by rauening wolues , but. the cruell and dogged 
opinions K alwaies trouble the 
ſheepfoldes of the Church, and by all meanes poſe 
fible reare in peeces the flocke of Chriſt , But to 


theend they rgay more . 
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beaſtes, they put off their woluiſh weede, and 


ſhroude themſelues wich the wordes of icriptute, 


as it were with certaine fleeces, whereby it hap» 
nech, that when the ſeelie ſheepy. feele the lofe 
woll, chey licle feare their ſharpe teeth: But what 
Iaieth our Sautour, By their fruites you sball knows 
them. That is when they beginne aot only to vt» 
ter thoſe wordes, but alto to expound them, not 
only to caſt them forth, but alſo to interpret them, 
then doth that bitternes breake forth, then is that 
ſharpenes eſpied, then is that madnes perceaued, 
then is that freſh and new poiſon belched our, 
then are prophane novelties ſet abroch, then may 
you fee ſtraight way the hedge cut in two, the 
olde Fathers bounds remoued, the Catholike do- 
Qrine ſhaken , and the Churches faith torne in 
eces. Such werethey whom the Apoſtle ſharp- 
ie reprehendeth in the 2. Epiſtle to the Corin- 
thians. 2. Cor. 11. For ſuch falſe ApeFles(quoth he) 
are crafty Workers, transfiguring them ſelues into the 
Apoiiles of chi What is transfiguring themſcl» 
ues into the Apoſtles of Chriſt? But this. The A- 
poſtles alleadged the examples of ſcripture, and 
theylikewiſe cited them. The Apoſtles cited 
authoritie of the Plalmes, and they like wiſe viec 
ic. The Apoſtles vſed the [ayinge of the Prophets, 
and they inlike manner brought chem forth. But 
when that ſcripture, which was alike alleadged, a- 
like cited, alike brought forth, was not alike and 
in one ſence expounded, then were diſcerned the 
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mole from the crafris,the fincere from the eovn- 
terfeit, rhe right and from the froward and 


ſeꝛ and to conelude true Apottles from thoſe 
Ke Apoſtataes. And no matuell (quoth 8. Pant) 
For Satban hun ſelfe transfi gureth * ſelſe into an 
Angell of light u is no great matter therſore of his n- 
wiſters be transfigured the manefters of Inflice.Whets 
fore according do Saint Pail, whenſoever either 
falſe Avoſtles, or falle Prophers,or falſe Doors, 
doe bring forth, the wordes ot holy icripture, by 
which t 8 according to their noughty in- 
terpretari S confirmetheit etror.cherei- no doubt 
but that 1 the clafty fleight of their mai» 


ter, which he wouldnever haue inuented, 
Bur that he knoweth ve woll, that there is no 
readier way to deceaue t people, 3 
the bring in of wicked ettor 1s intended, that 
there the authority of the word of God Woot 
ö reten ded, - how ** 1 136 
But fome will au t 
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and Sauiout ) 404 ſet bis vp Tor pronacle of the 
Temple, and ſaid rte bim, if thok verve found "_ 
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4. How wil he thinke you trandle 3 
Rae Waich lo — Lord "IX 
wi 


foot#ag tin} - Revo | 
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TREATISE, yl 
wich the authoricie of ſcripture? If chow be (quorh 


he) the ſonne of God, caſt thy ſelſe dene . Why lo? 


For it u it / en( quoth he.) We haus diligently to 
waigh the doctrine of this place, and to keepe it 
in mind, that by ſo notable an example of the ſcrip- 


ture, we make no ſcruple or aoubt when we ſee 


any alleadge ſome place of the Apoſtles, or Pro- 
pheres, againſt the Catholicke faith, but that by 
bis mouth the deui'l himſeife dgrh ſpeake. For as 
at that time the head ſpake vnto the head, lo now 
the members do ralke ynto ch: members, that is 
the members of the Deuill, to the members of 
Chriſt, the faithleſſc,tothe faithful, he irreligious, 
to the religious, to conclude Hererikes, to Catho- 
likes. Rut hat I pray ſaith the Devuil?If tbes be the 
ſonne of God ( quoth he) caſt thy ſelfe dn. That 
is to lay:Dehrett thou to be the ſlonne of God, and 
to enjoy the inheritice of the kingdome of Hea= 
nen, :Cai.cby ſelfe 4, that 1s Caſt thy ſelfe 
downe from this docttine and tradition of this 
high and loftie Church, whichis reputed to be 
the Templeof God. Andif any one demaund of 
theſe Hereticks , perſwading them ſuch chinges, 

do you proug anaconuince me, that Lought 
to forlak-the olde and vniuerlall faith of the Ca- 
tholicke Churchꝭ Straight waies is ready at hand: 
For it is, rute, and forthwith he will alleadge 
you athouland teſtimonies, a thouſand examples, 
a thouſa od authorities out of the law, out of the 
Pſalmes, out of the Apoſtles, out of the Prophets, 
by which 1 a new and wicked fa- 


E 4 ſuion, 


ſcriptures, dilcerne truth from f 
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ion, he would throw headlon 

ſoules from the tawer of the Catholicke Church, 
into the deepe dungeon of wicked hereſio. Now 
with theſe ſweete promiſes which followe, He- 
reri-kes do wonderfully deceaue ſimple men. For 
they dare promiſe and teach, that in their Church, 
that is,in the conuentiele of their communion, is 
to be found 1 great and ſpeciall, yea and acertaine 
perſonall grace of God:So that wholoeuer be one 
of their crew , they ſhall ſtraight waies without 
any labour, wir! 2 any ſtudy, without any in- 
duſtrie, yea 
nor knocke, h 5 doeh tpeciall diſpenſation, that 
they ſhall be caried vp with the han des of An- 
gelis, that is preſerued by Angelicall protection: 
that they neuet hurt their foore againſt a ſtone, 
that is, that they neuer can be ſcandalized, 

But ſome man will ſay, if the Devill and his 
Diſciples, wherof ſome be falſe Apoſtles, falſe Pro- 
phetes, ha falſe teachers and all perfecte Here- 
tickes, doe vſe the ſcriptures, cite their ſayinges, 
bring forth their promiſes, what ſhall Catholike 
men fo) How ſhall the Children of the Church 
behaue them ſelues 2 How ſhall oy in the holy 
choode? To 
which l anſwere, that they muſt — great care 
(as in the beginning of this Treatiſe l dad holy 
and learned men raught me) that they interpret 
the diui ne and canonicall ſcripture , according to 
tradition of the vniuerſall Church, according to 


the cules of the Catholike doQine:in which l 


wil 


— vnfortunate 


ugh they neuer ſeeke, nor craue, 
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TREATISE, : 2 
wiſe they muſt of neceſſitie follow , vuinerſalitze, 
avtiquing, and conſenr,of the Catholicke and Apo- 
ſtolicke Church. And therefore if at any time a 
parte rebell againſt the wholle , Noneltie againſt 
Antiquitie, the ciſſention of one or a few. (caried 
away with error) againſt the conlent of all, ar the 
farre greater parte of Catholickes, in that caſe let 
them preferre. the i ie of litie , bee 
fore the corruption of a parte: And in vnĩuerſali- 
tie, let them alſo prefer the religion of axrgquitie, 
before prophane noxeltie, and againe in anti, 
let them preferre before the temerity of one, or 
few , the decuees of a Generall Conni if any be, 
or if no ſuch be let them rake that which 
is next hand, that is to followe the opinions of 
many and great learned Doctors agreeing toge» 
ther: which faichfully, ITO: 
ned and kept, by Gods wee ſhall without 
any great diſſicultie, ſinde out the errors. of new 
vpſtarte Heretickes. ä 


THE XFI, CHAPTER, 


I Ere I perceaue by arder it followeth, te 
ſhew by examples , bowythe 22 nos. 
elties of hergrikes, are by bringing forch and on- 
ferring tagether the old Doctors opini$s agreei 
tage cher, to be found out and condemned, which 
auncient canſent of holy Fathers ls not fo gazaful- 
lie and diligently to be — — for and follpywed 
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— — of fairh, neit al- 
_ des, gor all hereſjes axe after this{orte to be in» 
— but only ſucht as be vc and vpſtatt, re 
wir, at their firſt ſpringing vp, and before they 
haut fette virh lacke of time) falfified the Rules 
of the auncient faith, and before tha poilon ſpre- 
ding tar abroad, goerh- about to corrupte the Fa- 
thers workes: Burthote herefies which haue al- 
readie got ground, and be of ſome continuanes, 
ge nor this iN to be delt wich all, becaule by 
lang tracte of time they haue had oporruniry to 
ſte qe truth. And therfore ſuch kin ie of prophang 
(chiſmbs an therefies, vwyhich be of ſtand · 
ing wo muſt not orherwyiſe conuince „but either 
only, if need be, by the authoritie of the ſcriptures, 
or. lie xo auoĩde ai deteſt them; being already 
eonuictod and condemned in olde time by Geng» 
tall Omni of Catholicke Preiſtes: Therfore-fo 
fwwn{twany infeAioas error beginneth to breake 
forch, and for her defence to ſt:ale cerraine words 
of holy ſeripture, and crafrely and fraudulently to 
expoun th m, ſtfaiʒht es fortheright vnder- 
ſtanding therof the Fathers opinions are to be ga- 
itred together, by which let any vat Top 
, nd tnertore prophane dodrine —— 14 
wi out all delay pe detected and t 
mneg . But thoſe Fachers opini only rors 
conferred together, which with holines, wiſe- 
and conititecie; lived, taught, and conti- 
iu tho faith, and Com nunĩon of the Catho- 


oy „ deſerued 50 die in —_ 
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or happily for Chtiſt to be martired. 

Whom notwithitancing we are to beleeve with 
this condi ion that whatſoever either all, or the 
greater parte with one mind, plaiuly, commonly, 
conſtantly , as it were a Councell of Doctors A- 
greoing together have decreedandſer dowre.re- 
ceaving it tromtheir anceſtors, holding ĩt for tt eic 
time, and delivering it to their poſſerit e, let ihat 
be had and accounted for vndoubted, for certaine 
and firme truth. And whatſoeuet᷑ any, al hough 
holy and learned, although a. Biſhop, al:hovgha 
Confcfior,and Martir hath holden otherwil; e 1550 
all, or agaiaſt all, let that be put aſide from the du- 


1 


riachians. 1 


= _ 


their office was to expound Warri 
people the milteries of the Prophezes) i 
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fore diſpoſed an1 placed by God at diners times 
and ſundry places, agreeing and conſenting all in 
one mind in Chrift, touching the vnderſtanding 
of che Catholicke faith whole iet conremneth, 
doth not contemae man, but God. 
And that we diſagree not by any meanes from 
the perfect and true vnitie of thoſe Fathers, the 
ſa ne Apoſtle doth earneſtly beſeeche all Chri- 
Rians, laying: I beſiech you brethren that you ſay all 
one thing , and tbat there bee mo ſchiſmes among you, 
but that you be per ſecte in one ſence, and in one kno» 
ledge 1. Cor. t. Add if any man ſepatate him lelfe 
from the communion of their opinion, let him 
heare that ſaying of the ſame Apoſtle He is not tb 
God of difention, but of peace. 1. Cor. 14. that is, not 
of him that leauech conſent and yartie, bur of them 
that tem e in peace and agreement : 4s 1 dos 
quoch he) teach in all the Churches of the Saintes, 
at is of Catholickes, which therefore be holy; 
becgule they continue in the communion of the 
faith: andlealt bappily any one ſhould contemne 
others and bank require only to be heard, only 
to be belecued ſtrait after lie faierh . W bar bard 
tbe ward of Gol (qioth he) prozeeded from you'y er 
hath it only com to you? And lealt\this'might be 
taken as {poker lie, he addeth. If any (quork 
Pe. ſeemcrb 4 Propbbt or Priitnall , that is a maſter 
n {piricuall EL him be a zealous lovefef 
mite and pete, in (och wile that he neĩther pre 
fre his one vgſnion before the indgement of 
others, iieither leds or fotſake th ſence and om 


mon 


oa 3 & 


k 


* Which thin get, he that #(quoth he);gnorant of: that 


be vnited in faith and equall in humilitie, God 
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mon conſent of all men. The Commanndements of 


is, he that leatnech not thoſe thinges which he yet 
knowerth not, or contemneth thoſe which hee 
knoweth, be sball not beknowesr, that is, be {hall 
be thought vnworthie, whom amongeſt iuch, as 


ſhould regard and looke vpon;a greater evill :en 
which I doubt whether any man can inuent or de- 


vile, which yet notwithſtanding(according tothe 

Apoſtles commination)we ſee to have fallen vpon 
Talian the Pelagian , who either contemned to ba 
Joined in opinion with his felowes, or elle preſu- 


med to ſeparate him ſelfe from their lotietie and 
commumon. | | | N 
Zut now iris. time to bring forth the example 
which we promiſed: how and after what ſort the 
judgement ang e of holy Fathers e 
thered together, that according to them by the de- 
cree and authority ofa Councell, the rule of faith 
migh: be ſet doyyne: which.to the end that I mai 
more commogloufly do, I will here make an en 


of this Communitazoree,and lo take another begin- 


ning for declaring of thoſe thinges which do fol- 
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A RECAPITYV LATION OF 
all that bath bene ſaid in the former | 
_ ry booten. 5 


p Hich being(o , it is now time that 

inthe end of this 81 ·— booke, we 
recapitulate and touchin few words 
ieee the Summe of al thatWhich'in thefe 
£190 C1; bookes N ace deppen. We 
ſaicd in the premiſſes, that tllis ĩWNaſe ? Hath bene, 
and ar this day is the cuſtome of Catholickes, to 
try and examine true faith two manther of waies, 
Firſt by the authoritie bf the divine {cfiprure : {6 
£ondly by che tradition of the Cirftoliſte Church, 
Len th: Canonical ſeriptore is not of it 

1 


t 

fe Iufficienc for alt thinges , but becauſe verie 
any expouncing GO, word at heir owne pleas 
re, doe therey d ing forth and harch vp divers 
pinions and cri. And for that cauſe it is neceſi 
larie , that the inteip: ciation of the divine ſerip 
rue, be directed according to tiv ohe onely r 
ofthe Churches vnd*tſt-ndingelpecially in tholo 
queſtions vpoſi which the foil atio ofthe whoid 
Catholicke/R:ligio'1 doch depend. Lik-wite we 
{aid, that / in the Church we had to conſider, the 
conſent both of ynivterſalitie and antiquitie, ſo that 
we 88 neither caried a way fiom lound vnitie to 
ſchilme, nor yet caſt headlong from exriquitie of 
religion, into the daungetous gulfe of herericall 
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ponelties. We laid alſo that in u * y 
ligently to obſerue and ſerio l to conſder two 
thinges, vnto vyhich all th. e that will not be he- 
retickes, mult of neceſſirie ſtand. The fi: ſt is, that 
which hath in-ould time bene determined by all 
the Biſbopes of the Catholike Church by "a 
tiry of a Gengrall Contcell; The ſecond is, chat if 
ny new queſtion diu arile, in which the determis 
If nation of a Coyncell were not to be found, that 
If theo we oughtro ha'e recovels, ro the lyiogpof 
che holy "3; but yerofth rer „rh Ye 
| 
ö 
| 


their time and place, were 8 
ſuch as lived and die i in the path of 9 65 Com- 
munion and fai h. Aud whatſoeuer we knew that 


they beleeued and taug ht with ene, mind and cen 
n, to iudge and oo that withour all ſcruple, 
| 8 true and Catholicke Religion Hf the. 

u 
And leaſt any man mi hr.chinke that {ied 
this cacherof — 53 7 
us of the an example of y 
' || Gouncell holden almoſ ihres yeeres ſithence at 
Epbeſm.a Citie in 4, in the me of the right ho- 
nerable Conſuls Baſſs and Antiechws , in Which, 
diſpucation was had of of conſtituting and letting 
dovene Rules nf faith: and leaſt there might by. 
chance on babe Noneltje creep in, a hep- 
pened at perbgious meeting in Arm, this 
Ne reputed and though the moſt e 
holy, — to bs taken, by the judge- 
f un. uhope hich recs: 

mo 


— — * 
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almoſt two hundred in numberꝛthat the opinĩõm 
of theſe Fathers ſhould be brougheforch, of whon 
it was certaine that ſome of them had bene Mats 
tire, diverſe Confeſſors , and all to haus liue d and 
died Catholicke Preiſts, that by their authotitꝭ, 


cen ſent & verdiR, the old religion mighe be right. 
— ſolemnelie dee and — 


2 phane nouelties condemned. Which being ſo 


worthely and laſtly, Neftoris was iudged to 
hate taught — to the old Carholicke Reli- 
ion, and bleſſed Czrill to haue maintained holy 
facred antiquity. And to the end nothing mighe 
bewating which procureth credite, we put downe 
alſo the names and number of theſe Fathers (al- 
though not remembring their order) according 
——— mans and vniforme e the 
textes of holy ſcriptute ere expounded, and the 
tule of — ord eſtabliſhetl 
© Neither will ir hte be luperfiuous for memo- 


rie lake, to repeate them all once again, Theſe 


then bee che names of them, whole works were 
cired in that Conncell; either a#iudges; or elſe as 
witneſſes, . Peter Biſhop of a leaanat ie, a moſt ex- 
cellent Doctor and bleſſed Martit . . 4rb 45 
Biſhop of the ſame ſea; a moſt ffů de 

and famous Confeffor . 3. Theophilus Biſhop a4 
of the lame Citie , a notable man for faith, life 
and learning; next aftet whom ſucceeded yonerga | 


ble Ci, who at this preſent doth honour the 


Church of Adr, And that nv fan ade lie 
ſhould tulpege that his was the dodtine of one: 
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Cirtie or of one Prouĩnce, to the former there were 
adioined thoſe two lightes of Caperdocis , S. Gre» 
gory Biſhoppe and Confeſſor of Natientene, and 
$. Bafil Biſhope and Confeſſor of Ceſarea, and alſo 
another g. Gregory Niſſen , worthy tor his merite 
of faith, conueriation, integritie, and wiledome, 
of luch a brother as Baſill was. And for proofe that 
not onely the Greeke and Eaſte Church, bur alſo 
the Latin, and Wealt , were alwaies of the ſame 
opinion, the letters of S. Felix Martyr and S. Iulie, 


both Bi\hops of Rome, which they wrote vnto 


certaine men; were there read. And that not onely 
the head of the world, but alſo the other partes 
ſhould giue teſtimonie in the ivdgement, from the 
South they had bleſſed S. Cipriaù, from the North 
g. 4mbraſe Biſbop of Millan. | 

Thele then be the holy Fathers agreeing with 

that ſacred number of che tenne Commaunde- 
ments, which were alleadged in the Councell of 
Epbeſus, as Maſters, Councellors, Witneſſes, and 
ludges, whole doctrine the bleſſed Synod holding, 
following whoſe counlaile, beleeuing whoſe te- 
ſtimonie , fe whole iudgement, without 
ſpi:e; withour prelumption, and without fauour, 
pronounced and gave ſentence concerning the 
Rules of faith, And albeit a farre greater numbec 
of Fathers might haue bene let downe, yet was it 
not neceſſarie, becauſe it was not requiſite that 
time ſhould be ipent with multitude ot witneſſes: 
and further no man doubted but that thote tering 
did litle differ in opinion from all the reſt of theig 

n F fello y 
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fellow Biſhopes. After all this ve lett downe the 
worthy ſentence of Cuil, which is to be found in 
the Ecclefiaſticall actes of that Councel. For when 
the Epiſtle of Capreolu Biſhop of Carthage was 
reade, who intended nothing elſe, nothing elſe 
deſired, but that Noxeltie might be ener OVEN 
and Antquitie defended, Biſbope Carill ſpake an 
gaue his definition in this ſort, for 1 have thought 
good not to omit it here:theſe then be his words 
in the end of the actes of that Councelll. and this 
Epiſt le (quoth he)of the venerable and Religious mans 
Capreolus Bishope of Carthage, sball be adioyned to 
the faub of che Councels ates Whoſe opinion is plains 
and per ſpicuo m, for be deſireth that the dotrme of tba 
olde faub, may be confirmed, and new opinions ſuper- 
fluouſly invented, and umpios ſiy ſpread abrode, may bs 
reproued and condemned. To which all the Biſhopes 
wich one conſent cried out. This we ſpake all, this 
wwe teach all, this we deſire all: what I beleech you 
ſaied they all? what delired they all ? ſurely no- 
thing elle but that which was of olde time delie 
uered, might be ſtill retainec: and that which was 
neWlie invented, might ſpeedelie be reieQed, 
After all which we maruailed at, & highly com- 
mended the great humilirie and holines of that 
Councelll, in which were ſo many Biſhopes, the 
greater part of whom were almoſt Merropolizancs, 
of ſuch eruditicn,of ſuch learning, that they were 
almoſt all ſufficient to haue diſputed of matters 
of faith, Which great aſſemblie and meeting to- 
gether , although it might in ſome mans * 
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haue imboldened them to preſume and determin® 
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ſomw hart themſelues, yet they delivered nothing 
EUR nothing, arrogated nothing to them- 
elues, but before all thinges, they were very care- 

full not to leaue any.chi:1gto poſteritie, which be- 
fore they had not receiued of their forefathers:not 
thinking ic ſufficient to diſpoſe well of the buſi- 
neſſe then preſent , but alio to leaue an example 
to their poſterity, how they in like manner ſhould 
reverence the religion of lacred 4ntiquitie,and vt- 
terly condemne the inventions of prophane No- 
neltie. We inuaighed allo againſt the wicked pre- 
ſumption of Neſtorm, who boaſted that he was 
the firſt and the only man which vnderſtood the 
{criotures, and that all others which before hie 
daies preached and taught, all that interpreted and 
expo unded the word of God, were ignorant and 
vnskilfull, that is, all Preiſtes, all Confeſſors and 
Martirs, of whom ſome had expounded Gods 
lawe, others allowed and beleeued them. To con- 
clude he maintained that the Church both now 
did erre, and alwaies had erred, becauſe, as he 
thought, it had and did follow vnlearnedand er- 
ronious Doctors: All which albeit they were a- 
bundantly ſufficient for the ouerturning and ex- 

tinguiſbing of all prophane nouelties, yer lealt that 
ought ſhould in ſuch plentie of proofes be wan- 
ting, we added for a concluſion a double authori- 

tie of the Sea Apoſtolique, the one of holy Pops 
Tiſtia, which venerable father now honoureth the 

wer of Rome, the other of Pope Celeſtinus of 
F2 bleſſed 
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bleſſed memorie his predeceſſor , which I haus 
thought good allo here to ſett downe. 

Pope Xifius then in his Epiltle which he wrote 
to the Biſhop of Antioch touching the cauſe of Ne- 
florizs,ſaieth thus, Therefore( quoth he) becauſe, an 
the Apoſtle ſaieth, the faub i one hich euidently 
hath obtained to be ſo called, let vs beleeue , and ſuch 
thinges as are to bee holdem, let vs beleeve.. Afterward 
he ptoſecuteth and explicateth what thoſe things 
be which are to be beleeued, what they be which 
ire to be kept, ſaying thus; Notbing (quoth he) i 
further la vefall for Noueltie, becauſe it conuenent 
| that nothing be added to Antiquitio. The fab and 

beleeſe of our forefathers is cleare and per ſpicuoms, let 

3 not bo troubled or defiled with any permixtion of 
flthie mire. Apoſtolically ſpoken: in commenda- 
tion of ourforefathers faith, to compare it to light 
and perſpicuitĩe, anꝗ in likening nozell prophanes, 
to the admixtion of filth and mire. | 
Pope Celeftinus hikewileis of the ſame opinion, 
for in his Epiſtle which he ſent to the Preiſtes of 
France, wherin he reprehendeth their diſſimula- 
tion in that they left by their ſilence the old faith 
deſtitute, and ſuffered prophane Noxelties to [prin 
vp, thus he writeth. W orthely(quorh he) 3 
doth touch vs, if with ſilence We foſter error, therfore 
let fuch men be corrected, let them haue no liber gie to 
Peaks at their pleaſure , Some happily doubreth 
who they be, whom he forbiddeth ro haue their 
libertie in fpeaking, whether the p:cachers of 4#- 
une, or the innentois of Nexelties : Let him 
Monet | Peake 
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ſpealce and diſcharge the Reader of this doubt, 
for it fol loweth: Let novelty w_ of (quoth he) of 
the matter be ſo: that is, if that be true which di- 
verſe accuſe vnto me your Cities and provinces, 
that through your perniciovs diſſimulation, you 
cauſe them to yeeld vnto cettaine ne doctrine: 
Therefore (quoth he) if the matter be ſo , let neurltre 
ceaſe to proucky antiquitie. This then was the blel- 
ſed opinion ot holy Celeſtis s not that Antiquitie 
ſhould ceaſe to.ouerthrow Noxeltie;but rather that 
Nogeltie ſhould giue ouer to provoke Antiqumie: 
which Apoſtolicke and Catholicke decrees, who- 
ſoeuer relifterh, fitit of neceſſitie he muſt proud] 
contemne the memorie of S. CeleF1nw,who geb 
ned that noueltie ſhould giue ouer to proueke an- 
Tiquiry. | 8 | 
Againe he muſt ieft and ſcoffe at the decree of 
holy Tiſtw, whoſe iudgement is, that nothing is 
lawtull for nexeltie, becauſe it is not conuenient 
that ought be added to antiquitre. Againe he mult 
contemne the determination of bleſſed C mil, who 
highlie commended the zeale of venerable Ca- 
golus, in that he deſired, that the old articles of 
aith ſhould be cofirmed, & new inuentions vttei- 
lie coademned, Likewiſe he muſt reic& the Coun- 
cell of Epbeſas, that is the judgement almoſt of all 
the holy Biſhopes of the Ealt , who inſpired by 
God, would not decree that poſteritie ſhould be- 
leeue ought, but that which the ſacred entiquirie 
of our fo:efathers agreeing together in Chriſt had 
Holden and beleeued, who with theit 3 
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allowing and acclamation teſtified , that they all 
decreed, all wiſhed, all'gauei dgement, that as 
al Heretick: almyſt before Neftorius,contemning 
Annquiie and defenning Noueltre, were condem- 
ne: ſo hk:wi'e Neſtonus himſelte,the Author of 
Nozeltie, and impugner of Antiquitie , ſhould be 
condemned, W hoſe ſacred conſent and agree» 
ment from Gods goognes,it any diſl ke, what re- 
mainech but that he maintaine ih it Nefforius pro+ 
phane opinion, was vniultly condemned, 

Finally he mutt alfo.let light by, and contemne 
the vi 1erlall Church, of Chtiſt, and her maſters 
the Aoo'tles, & Prophets, and eſpecizlly the Apo- 
ſtle S. Paul. as dreggs and droſſe. The vninerſall 
Church, becauſe ſhe hath alwiaies religioi ſt, kept 
and miinrained that faith, which was once deli- 
nered. S. Paul, bec iuſe he hath witten thus. q 
Timothie keepe tbe depoſitum, auoiding Prophane No- 
nelties of voices. And agaiie , If any preach vnto yo 
ether viſe then you haue veceiued, be he accurſed. And 
if neicher the Apoſtle his dehnicion, nor the Ec- 
eleſi uticall Canons ought to be violated, by 

hich, according to the lacred conſent of vn, 
alitie and ant quitie, alwaies all heretick :s, and 
haitlic belag ius, Celeſtius and Neftorias, were iuſtly 
and worthely condemned, ſurelie neceſſarie it is, 
that herafter, all Catholikes which defire to ſht vy 
thẽſel nes true childtẽ of their mother th: Church, 
doe cleaue, ioyne, and ſticke vnto the holy faith of 
their holy Fachers, deteſting and abhotring, pur- 
luing and prolecuting, the prophane Nouelties - 
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all provhane miicreantes. This almoſt is the ſum- 


LB meofiha which in theſe two Commonitory books 
" i wee haue more amplie cifcourſed of, nd now 
after the maner of recopitulation in fewer words 
7 athered toge her, that my memory, for helping 
f whereof I h ue wote this Treatile, may boch 
wich daily admonition be repaired, and yet not 
ouerlaid with ſaſtidious prolixitie. 
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